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This article describes the features and benefits of System 7, and the
upgrade of fers avail abl e.
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System 7 works on all Macintosh conputers fromthe Maci ntosh Plus on
System 7 is conpatible with nost of the nmore than 4,000 Mcintosh
applications currently shipping, and has inspired many new products.

Benefits

Customers who upgrade to System 7 will receive the i medi ate benefits of
new features such as TrueType™font technol ogy, Virtual Menory, File
Sharing, System 7 Finder® Multitasking, Balloon Hel p™and 32-Bit

Addr essi ng.

TrueType

System 7 offers all Macintosh users high-quality text at any size on any
Maci nt osh screen and on the printed page with TrueType, Apple's outline
font technol ogy. TrueType is conpatible with nost existing applications
and bitnmap fonts and provides users with smooth type quality on the screen
and on any output device such as PostScript® and non-PostScript printers,
i mgesetters, and fil mrecorders.

Fi nder and Bal | oon Hel p

The System 7 Finder, also known as the user's desktop, has been sinplified
so that custoners can quickly |ocate and use their information. Al
aspects of the Finder--including fonts, desk accessories, control panels



and even the System-can be opened by double-clicking on them In
addition, the new System 7 Finder facilitates system managenent and set-up
files, folders, and applications can now be added to the Apple Menu; users
can have outline views of all files and folders; and fonts, system

ext ensi ons, and control panels, can easily be installed by dragging themto
t he System Fol der.

System 7 al so provi des Maci ntosh users with an interactive Systemw de Hel p
system Apple's Balloon Help is non-nodal, allowi ng users to get help
whil e continuing to work. Wen custoners turn on Balloon Help and point to
any object on the screen, a balloon appears that describes the object they
are pointing to and how to use it. Macintosh software application

devel opers are al so incorporating Balloon Help into new rel eases of their
prograns. This feature will enable users to |earn applications nore quickly
by providing an easily accessible reference to nore features.

Fi nder and File Sharing

The new Find capability offers users fast and easy access to their files.
The user can select Find, then type a word or phrase, and the system
searches the disk for files whose nanes include the word or phrase. Find
al so of fers nore advanced options so users can performnore detailed
searches. For exanple, users can find all files that they worked on today
or files that were labeled with a specific color

File sharing allows any user to share designated itens (files, folders,
and even whol e volunes of infornmation) with any other user over the
network, without a dedicated file server. File sharing follows Apple File
Prot ocol (AFP) standards, which neans that any System 7 user can share
files with any Maci ntosh System 6 user, and--by using third-party
products-- with DOS and W ndows users. File Sharing includes a conplete
security nodel that |lets users provide |levels of access and password
protection.

Aliases allow all Mcintosh users to organize their systens the way they
prefer and nakes it easier to access information. An alias, usually about
2K in size, of a file, folder, application, or volune (even a file server),
acts as a pointer to the original object. Wth aliases, users can have
access to docunents, folders, and applications fromnore than one |ocation
For exanple, a user may work with a particul ar word processor each day and
would like to have it on the desktop but also organized wthin an
applications folder. Wth aliases, users can do both w thout taking up
nmuch addi tional space on the hard disk.

Aliases and file sharing work in conbination to provide nore capabilities.
For exanpl e, Macintosh users can carry an "office on a disk” by making an
alias of their hard disk, placing it on a floppy disk, and when the user
goes to any systemon a network (across the hall, downstairs, or anywhere
el se) the user has access to the hard di sk by double-clicking on the alias
and typing a password.

Menory and Multitasking: Virtual Menory and 32-Bit Addressing



Multitasking is a standard part of Macintosh System 7, allowi ng users to
work on several tasks concurrently. For exanple, a user can recalculate a
spreadsheet, print a file, sort a database, and upload a file to a network
while continuing to work on a word processor docunment. System 7's Virtua
Menory expands the Macintosh's nenory through software so that Macintosh
users can run nore and | arger applications. Virtual Menory uses the hard
di sk as an extension to RAM providing users with nore nmenory when it's
needed. |In addition, 32-bit addressing allows users to install and access
nore than 8MB of RAM  The additional nenory users can access will provide
addi ti onal power for large applications and tasks such as ani mation
conput er - ai ded design, and scientific visualization

Publ i sh and Subscri be

In 1984, the Apple Macintosh introduced the concept of "copy and paste,”
all owi ng users to share graphics and text anong different files within
different applications. Wth System 7, Apple has taken "copy and paste"
one step further with dynam c docunment |inks known as "publish and
subscribe." Publish and Subscribe enables users to link any two
docunent s—regardl ess of the application-—+to automatically update the
information. This capability of System 7 even works over a network.

Appl e Events

Appl e events is the underlying nessagi ng | anguage that applications use for
conmuni cation with other applications. It provides the foundation for
applications to seam essly work together sharing information and features
on the sane nmachine or over a network. Through new applications that
support Apple events, users will be able to use features of a variety of
applications while working in one application. For exanple, an accounting
package can pass inventory data to a spreadsheet, instruct the spreadsheet
to graph the data, and retrieve the graph for display in its own report.

Dat a Access Manager

The Data Access Manager, which ships as a standard conponent of System 7
provi des Maci ntosh applications with the underlying technol ogy that enables
data access fromrenmote host conmputers, regardl ess of the host conputer,

t he connecting networks, or the database software.

Upgr ade Pat h

System 7 offers all existing Maci ntosh users an upgrade path. Apple's
design goals required that System7 run on all Macintosh conputers fromthe
Maci nt osh Plus, Portable, and Classic on up to the |atest, nost powerful
nodel s. I n addition, Apple has devel oped a suite of tools for custoners
that make the transition to System 7 as easy as possible.

Bef ore You Install

Appl e devel oped a HyperCard® stack call ed Before You Install, to give users
a better understanding of System 7 and system conpatibility. Before You
Install features two sections of information: What's New in System 7, and



Conpatibility Checker. What's New in System 7 hel ps custoners find out
nore about System 7 and explore sonme of the new features before upgrading.
The Conpatibility Checker provides custoners with an automated tool for
checki ng application, desk accessory, and control panel conpatibility
before noving to System 7. The Conpatibility Checker, available in the
United States, includes information on over 650 products. A printed
Conpatibility Guide is also avail abl e.

Net wor k | nst al

As part of the System 7 Group Upgrade Kit, Apple includes a network-instal
version of the software. Users will be able to upgrade multiple systens
over a network with the Macintosh one-button install. This process will
all eviate the network administrator's task of nanually upgradi ng nmany
systens in sequence.

Upgrade Kits

System 7 works with all Maci ntosh conputers--fromthe Maci ntosh Pl us,
Portabl e, and Cassic on up--with 2MB of RAM (though 4MB i s recomended)
and a hard disk. System7 is available to users in two versions: the System
7 Personal Upgrade Kit, and the System 7 G oup Upgrade Kit.

The Personal Upgrade Kit includes ten floppy di sks containing System?7
software, the Before You Install stack, and HyperCard version 2.1. The kit
contai ns 90 days of upgrade phone support, new user nmanuals, and the System
7 Conpatibility Guide.

The G oup Upgrade Kit includes everything that is in the Personal Upgrade
Kit, plus a System7 CD-ROM 180 days of upgrade phone support, site
license, and G oup Upgrade Cuide. The System 7 CD-ROMincludes a System?7
configuration that can be installed over a network, an array of utilities,
and on-line docunentation. The Goup Upgrade Guide of fers network

adm nistrators a resource for upgrading small and | arge groups of users in
varied network environments.
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