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This article describes the default preference settings of System 7.0 through
System 7. 1. 2.

You can custonize your Macintosh in a variety of ways to suit your own personal
style. For exanple, you can change ways in which infornmation is displayed, the
sounds your system makes, and how it handles file managenent. Your Maci ntosh
uses a variety of Preferences files to maintain your custom settings.

There are several preference settings under System 7. Systemw de preferences,
such as mouse-tracking speed, are set via Control Panels, but are stored in
Paramreter RAM (PRAM) . Preferences specific to the Finder are also set via
Control Panels, but are stored in a file called Finder Preferences located in
the Preferences folder, in the System Fol der.

Here is sonme informati on on where each preference is stored, along with
instructions for resetting both systemw de and Fi nder preferences.
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System Pref erences

This table lists systemw de preferences that may affect all applications:

NOTE: Itenms marked with an asterisk (*) (the last items in the table) apply to
t he Power Book.

Begi n_Tabl e

PREFERENCE LOCATI ON DEFAULT
32-bit addressing  Memory Control Panel 24-bit addressing
Di sk cache size Menory Control Panel 6K

Bri ght ness settings Bri ght ness Control Panel M d-range on the slider



Hi ghl i ght col or
Cursor blink rate

Menu bl i nk count

Date, tinme, and
di spl ayed format

Keyboard repeat rate

and repeat del ay

Moni tor settings and
| ocation of extra
noni t ors

Mouse tracki ng and
doubl e-cli ck speeds
Beep sound

Startup di sk choice
Cache settings

(68040 Maci nt osh)

M nut es before
system sl eep*

M nut es before
hard di sk sl eep*

Maci nt osh Power Book
rest*

Stay awake when
pl ugged i n*

Modem sel ecti on

Wake on ring

Col or Control Panel

Ceneral Control Panel

CGeneral Control Panel
Ceneral Control

and Al arm DA

Panel

Keyboard Control Pane

Monitors Control Pane

Mouse Contr ol

Panel

Sound Control Panel

Startup Di sk Control Pane
Cache Switch Control Pane
Power Book Control Pane
Power Book Control Pane
Power Book Control Pane
Power Book Control Pane

Power Book Setup Control
Panel

Power Book Setup Control
Panel

Bl ack

M ddl e setting

3 tines

None

For repeat: One away
from Fast

For delay: One away
from Long

Primary nonitor only;
set to Black & Wite

For tracking: Very Slow
For doubl e-cli ck:
M ddl e setting

Si npl e beep, though it
i s not highlighted
None set, uses standard

vol ume search net hod

Fast er (Caches Enabl ed)
8 M nutes

4 M nutes

Rest (Wiile in the

Power Book Port abl e
Control Panel, hold

down the Option key

and click Mnutes Before
System Sl eep.)

Unsel ect ed

I nt ernal nmodem

Unsel ected (See Portable
Control Panel for
i nternal nodem)



Except for Date and Tinme and the default application font all systemwi de
preferences may be reset by zappi ng PRAM

e To zap PRAM under System 7, hold down the Conmand- Qption-p-r keys
during start up (Make sure the Caps Lock key is up!). The
Maci ntosh restarts shortly after displaying the “Wlcone to
Maci nt osh” screen, which indicates that PRAM has been reset.

Fi nder Preferences

PREFERENCE LOCATI ON DEFAULT

Font used for Vi ews Control Panel CGeneva 9
Fi nder vi ew

I con alignment Vi ews Control Panel Straight grid - "A ways
settings for Finder snap to grid" desel ected
lcon list view Vi ews Control Panel Smal | est icon; display
settings for Finder sizes, kinds, |abels,

and dates; desel ect
"Cal cul ate Fol der Sizes"
and "Show Disk Info in

Header"
Trash Can war ni ng Setting in Get Info Warn before enptying
di al og for the Trash Can
End_Tabl e

Wth the exception of virtual menory, these paranmeters may be reset by deleting
the Finder Preferences file, which is located in the Preferences folder inside
the System Fol der. System 7 does not allowthis file to be nodified so if it is
on the start-up disk, you need to disable it instead. To do this, drag the

Fi nder Preferences file out of the Preferences folder and restart the Macintosh.
System 7 creates a new Finder Preferences with default val ues automatically. You
may then delete the old Finder Preferences file.

NOTE: The Virtual Menory, File Sharing, and W ndow Col or settings are stored
with their respective Control Panel files and cannot be reset using these

nmet hods. Virtual Menory and File Sharing can be tenporarily disabl ed, however,
by pressing the Shift Key while starting the Macintosh. Hold the key down until
"Extensions O" appears in the “Wlconme to Mci ntosh” screen

This article was published in the "Information Alley":
Vol une 1, |ssue 3, Page



Article Change History:

28 Aug 1995 - Changed title to better reflect content.
27 Jun 1995 - Added Info Alley information.

19 Jun 1995 - Broke out system 6 information
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