System 7: No Need for HeapFixer and HeapTool Utilities

Article Created: 6 June 1991

Article Change History
08/ 18/ 92 - REVI EMED
* For technical accuracy.

How has menory nanagenent changed in System 7 relative to system heap and
INI Ts? Specifically, will utilities Iike HeapFi xer and HeapTool still be
necessary for people who are running a lot of INTs?

DI SCUSSI ON = - = = = = = = = = = = x ot o m ot o mf o m e

HeapFi xer and HeapTool don't do anything in System 7. The system has
changed such that these utilities won't be needed. The function HeapFi xer
and HeapTool performis done by the new boot code in System7. The system
heap will now dynanically grow as extensions allocate nore space.

HeapFi xer had value with system software version 6.0. X because IN TS woul d
add to the system heap, and the heap filled up. Looking at the system bar
in the About box and adjusting the size so that enough space is |eft over
won't work any nore.

The system software indicator in System7 includes a |ot nore than just the
system heap, so it can't be used as an indicator of how nuch space is
currently available. And since the systemheap is dynamic in System?7

even during startup, any adjustnments made by the HeapFi xer and HeapToo
utilities will just be overridden by the system
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