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VWhat is Data Access Language (DAL)?
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Dat a Access Language, fornerly called CL/1, is Apple's client/server

protocol for renpte data access and is based on ANSI standard SQ
(Structured Query Language). DAL is optim zed to provide deci sion-support
applications with uniform access to data, regardl ess of the different brands
of databases, the different host platfornms, or the different types of

net wor ks.

DAL is intended for Macintosh applications that need ad-hoc access to data
frommultiple data sources. \While performance-oriented applications, |ike
transacti on- processi ng applications, can use DAL, such applications,
especially in a single database-vendor environnent, could be better served
by the many solutions available fromthird-party Mcintosh database and
tool vendors like Inform x, The Ask Group, Inc./Ingres Products, Oacle,
Sybase, and ot hers.

DAL uni quely addresses the needs of custoners with databases frommltiple
dat abase vendors. The DAL client software is included as a part of System
7.0 and can be transparently accessed by applications witten to the Data
Access Manager API. These applications can access data from DAL servers
runni ng on host conputers, across all DAL-supported networks. Therefore,
with the Data Access Manager and the included DAL client software in System
7, applications can "speak"” in an identical fashion to many different types
of host dat abases.

Appl e Conputer Inc. is currently delivering DAL servers through APDA for the
foll owi ng environnments:

« VAX/VMS (for DEC Rdb, Inform x, Ingres, Oracle, and Sybase)
* WS/ TSO (for |BM DB2)
* VM CMS (for | BM SQ./DS)

DEC al so provides DAL as a part of the DEC Pat hWORKS product .



Apple is also working with software and hardware vendors to extend DAL
client and server support to other industry platforns.
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