System 7.x: Creating and Using Custom Icon Folders (2/95)
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This article describes howto create folders that use customicons and how to
repair folders when a folder's icon beconmes damaged or del eted, or when a folder
loses its link to an ICON file.

DI SCUSSI ON = = - = = = = = = = x o x f m ot o e it il

System 7 lets you nodify the existing icons any non-systemfile, folder, or

vol ume. Customicons are saved directly into a file's resource fork, and an
attribute bit is set to alert the Finder to display a customicon. Fol ders and
vol unmes do not have resource forks, however, so customicons are saved instead
to an invisible file named ICON. This file is located at the root |evel of the
fol der or vol une.

Creating a Folder That Uses a Custom | con

Fol | ow these steps to create a folder that uses a customicon

Step 1:

Sel ect the graphic to use for an icon. An icon in the Get Info w ndow of any
docunment is one possible source. You can al so use a graphic application to
create your own.

Step 2:
Copy the graphic to the dipboard by choosing Copy fromthe Edit menu.

Step 3:
In the Finder, select the icon you want to change.

Step 4:
Choose Get Info fromthe File nenu.

Step 5:
Ensure that the Locked box in the |lower-left corner of the Get Info windowis
not checked. You cannot custom ze the icon of a | ocked file.



Step 6:
Cick the icon at the upper-left of the Get Info window or press the Tab key to
select it.

Step 7:
Choose Paste fromthe Edit nmenu

Step 8:
Click the dose box to close the Get Info w ndow.

If the selected graphic is bigger than the icon in the Get Info wi ndow, it
automatically shrinks to fit.

Custom I con Repair

Sonetimes customicons created for files, folders, or hard di sks becone damaged
or deleted. If the link between the folder or volune and the ICONfile is |ost,
the Finder may di splay a generic docunent icon in place of the customicon. Wen
attenpting to edit this icon through Get Info, you get an error nessage saying
that the item cannot be found. If you have a damaged customicon on a fol der

foll ow t hese steps:

Step 1:
Create a new fol der.

Step 2:
Copy the damaged folder's contents into the new fol der.

Step 3:
Pl ace the enpty folder in the trash.

Step 4:
G ve the new folder a customicon by follosing the steps in the preceding
section.

If you have a danaged customicon on a volune, you can try a public domain
utility called D sk Rejuvenator to correct it. You can try the steps outlined in
the next section if you have a disk or file utility that lets you nake invisible
files visible. Another option is to reformat the vol une.

WARNI NG Formatting a volume erases all data; back up first.

ResEdit and File Utilities for Repairing Custom |l cons

There is a Finder attribute for folders and volunes called "Customlcon". You
can turn this attribute off using Reskdit. Wien the folder reverts to a nornal
fol der icon, you can attach a newicon to it. ResEdit cannot access this
attribute for volumes. You can also try to correct the problem by follow ng

t hese steps:



Step 1.
Fromthe Finder, create another customicon for a folder by follow ng the steps
in the preceding "How to Create a Custom I con Fol der section”

Step 2:

Using a file utility such as ResEdit, find the ICON file for this new y-created
customicon (it is at the root level of the folder to which it is attached) and
nmake that file visible. Also make visible the ICON file at the root |evel of the
af fected vol une.

Step 3:

In the Finder, copy the nowvisible ICON file fromthe folder to the root |eve
of the volume. You may receive the nessage "Are you sure you want to replace the
older file.” If so, click OK This restores the icon file.

Step 4:
Using the file utility, nmake the ICON file invisible again.

Step 5:
Click on the volune once to select it and choose Get Info fromthe File nmenu.
You can now edit or delete this icon

If you correct a danaged icon and it becones damaged again before [ ong, you
nm ght consider removing the icon fromyour system
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