System 7: 24-bit Addressing with More than 8M B of RAM
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How does the Maci ntosh operating system handl e nore than 8MB of physica
RAM when it is not using 32-bit addressing?
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VWhen a Macintosh is running in 24-bit node (that is, when System7's 32-bit
Addressing is turned off or the Macintosh is running System 6.0.x) any
physi cal menory over 8MB is allocated to the System provided the Macintosh
can see the nenory in the first place, but it's not actually used. Even

t hough the hardware can see all of the physical RAM 24-bit addressing

all ows the use of only 8MB. You may see a |large System all ocati on when
checki ng "About this Macintosh” or "About the Finder" and think sonething
is wong, when in fact this is the way it shoul d work.

System 7's 32-bit Addressing allows up to 1GB of total menmory (including
bot h physical and virtual nenory).
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