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Every Macintosh application is a collection of discrete nodules of data called
resources. Wien a progranmer assenbles or conpiles his source code into object
code, the code is placed in a resource of type CODE. The programer may then
link to his CODE resource other data resources his code will use. These may

i ncl ude resources such as nenus, fonts, w ndows, controls, dialog boxes, icons
or pictures.

At power up, the Resource Manager initializes in ROM To refer to and access
resources, which are grouped logically by "type", application code can use

t he Resource Manager on an "as needed" basis, usually specifying the resource
by type and either |ID nunber or name. Since resources can be contained in
files separate fromthe progranmer's CODE resource, many programers keep
their code size mnimal by referencing resources in the Systemfile.

Resource types are distinguished by their four-character |abels. Apple has
reserved all resource type names which consist of |ower case or internationa
characters (ASCI| $61-$7A and $7F on up). Additionally, Apple reserves the
resource type nanes in the article "Macintosh: Reserved resource type nanes".

You can nmake alterations to discrete resources outside of the programer's
code, custom zing or localizing the resource with foreign | anguage pronpts,
currency formatting and other customrepresentations. Use ResEdit, REdit, and
these tool s' acconpanyi ng docunentation, available through the Apple Progranmer
Devel opnent Associ ation (APDA), to individualize alnost any application or to
edit custom programred resources.

For sources of information about the Resource Manager and resources in
applications and in ROM consult Inside Mcintosh, volunmes I-1V. Chapter 5,
volume | and chapter 3 volume |V pertain directly to the Resource Manager
For information about resources used by the DeskTop file, read Apple
Maci nt osh TechNot e #29, "Resources Contained in the DeskTop File."
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