
Fat Binary: What Is It? (7/95)

Article Created: 15 March 1995
Article Reviewed/Updated: 19 July 1995

TOPIC -----------------------------------------------------------

What exactly is a fat binary in relation to a particular software application?

DISCUSSION ------------------------------------------------------

A fat binary is any executable file, such as an application or code resource,
that contains both 680x0 and PowerPC code. Creating a fat binary requires a
little more work for the software developer, but the reward is optimal code
performance in either environment.

A fat application contains PowerPC code in its data fork and a 680x0 version of
the same code in its resource fork. You can run a fat application on both types
of Macintosh computers.

Remember that PowerPC code is stored in the data fork of the application file by
default when you build a PowerPC application. This makes building fat
applications possible.
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