Power Macintosh: Software Issues Q & A (3/94)

Article Created: 8 March 1994

This article contains questions and answers related to software issues for Power
Maci nt osh.
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How conpati ble are today's applications with the Power PC Maci nt osh?
Today' s Maci ntosh applications should run, w thout nodification, on
Power Maci ntosh nodel s. Apple expects their performance to be
surprisingly responsive. In actual use, performance will range froma
fast 68030 to a 68040 based Maci ntosh. Apple has been testing third
party software at devel oper conferences throughout the world, as well as
in our own | abs. After testing over a thousand packages, we are
confident that conpatibility will be excellent.

VWhat about DOS or W ndows?

Power Maci ntosh conputers gives us a greatly inproved story for
DOS/ W ndows users. InsigniaSolutions is working on a native version of
Sof t PC, which they call SoftWndows, for Power Macintosh nodels. The
Power PC 601 mi croprocessor is a far better platformfor their emul ator
than today's 68040. Consequently a DOS or W ndows program can run at
speeds conparable to a 486. Wth this technol ogy, Power Macintosh
offers a mgration path for the two operating systens that really matter
in the |arge nmarketplace today -—Maci nt osh and DOS/ W ndows.

W1l mnmy existing peripherals work (CD-ROM hard drives, scanners,
printers)?

YES! Appl eTal k devi ces (such as printers), SCSI devices (such as hard

di sks, scanners, and CD-ROVs), ADB devices (such as mce, trackballs and
keyboards), and ot her Maci ntosh cards and peripherals are conpatible

wi th Power Macintosh. |[If a hardware device works with the new Maci ntosh
AV systens, the odds are excellent that it will work on Power Macintosh
wi th no problens.

W1l Power PC and 680x0 based nicroprocessor systens co-exi st on the sane
networ k or environnent?
Yes. You will be able to m x RI SC based and 680x0 based Maci nt osh



A

systems on the sane networks, exchange files and di sks between them and
enjoy all the other benefits expected froma Macintosh.

VWi ch applications will be ready at rel ease and when will a substanti al
nunber of native applications be avail abl e?

Because Power Macintosh is being initially introduced at the mid to high
range, areas of enphasis are business applications, high end graphics
and publishing applications and higher education science and engi neeri ng
applications.

W1l Apple be publishing a Iist of Power Macintosh conpatible software?
Nearly all software that currently runs on 680x0 based Maci ntosh nodel s
will run on Power Macintosh. A list of exceptions is nore likely than a
list of conpatibles, since nost all applications will be running at

i ntroduction.
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