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This article describes Speech Recognition and Text-to-Speech found in PlainTalk,
Maci nTal k 2, and MacinTalk Pro and their differences and when to use them

The | atest English Text-to-Speech software package features a new "smart
installer" that automatically determ nes which speech resources are right for
your conputer. It will automatically install the correct files for your conputer
when you performthe Easy Install.
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Pl ai nTal k

Pl ai nTal k provi des the Quadra 840AV, Centris/Quadra 660AV, and all Power
Maci nt osh systens* seam ess integration of Speech Recognition and Text To Speech
t echnol ogi es.

Speech Recognition
The Speech Recognition conponent of PlainTalk is based on the Casper technol ogy.
It is a continuous-speech systemthat is independent of the person speaking.

Speech Recognition enabl es a whol e new user experience whereby you can
stream i ne operations by sinply invoking conmands or conpl ex nmacros by speaki ng
t hem

Text to Speech

Text to Speech conponent of PlainTalk gives an AV conputer the ability of
readi ng text based information and synt hesi zi ng speech using the conmputer’s
speaker.

Mul tiple voices at various sound quality levels are supported. This enabl es new
capabilities such as audi bl e proof reading or in conbination with the tel ephony
capabilities that GeoPort provides to listen to your enail nessages fromrenote
| ocati ons.



Witing Speech Commands

Witing speech commands is acconplished through these nethods:
* Appl eEvent enabl ed applications comrands are witten using AppleScript.

* Non- Appl eEvent enabl ed applications will use a new version of Qui ckKeys
from CE Software that support spoken Comands.

Ver si on Tabl e

The follow ng table provides informati on on what version of PlainTalk works with
various versions of the Mac O S and conput er nodels:

Begi n_Tabl e

Ver si on Q'S Version Maci nt osh Comput er

PlainTalk 1.4.1 7.5 Al'l Power Macintosh conputers
(excluding the 8-bit 5200 series*)
with a PlainTal k m crophone.

Pl ainTal k 1.3 7.5 Quadra 660AV and 840AV, All Power
Maci nt osh conputers (excluding the
8-bit 5200 series*) with a PlainTalk
nm cr ophone.

Pl ai nTal k 1.2 7.1.2 Al'l Power Macintosh conputers,
(excluding the 8-bit 5200 series*) with
a PlainTal k m crophone.

Pl ai nTal k 1.2 7.1, 7.1.1 Quadra 660AV and 840AV.

End_Tabl e

* Early versions of the Maci ntosh 5200/75 LC had 8-bit sound input. Use the
search string '5200 and 8-bit and 16-bit' to locate the TIL article "Power
Maci nt osh 5200/ 75 LC. 8-bit or 16-bit Sound?" for hel p deternining whether your
conputer has 8-bit or 16-bit sound in.

Maci nTal k

Maci nTal k software enabl es any Maci ntosh to provide Text to Speech capabilities
for applications that support Text to Speech. SinpleText is an exanple of an
application that supports Text to Speech

There are two options available —MacinTal k 2 or Maci nTal k Pro —when installing
Text to Speech software:

Maci nTal k 2



Maci nTalk 2 is well suited for |ow end conputing environments where avail abl e
menory is |ow and CPU bandwidth is limted. Mninmmconfiguration is System
6.0.7 running on a Macintosh Pl us.

To use MacinTal k 2 you need these files:

» Speech Manager (1.4)

e MacinTalk 2 (1.4)
 MacinTal k 2 Voices (1.4)
* SinpleText (1.1)

Maci nTal k 3

Maci nTalk 3 is well suited for nid-range conputing environnments. M ni mum
configuration is System 7 running on a 68030 processor running at 33Miz or any
68040 or Power PC processor

To use MacinTal k 3 you need these files:

e Speech Manager (1.4)

e MacinTalk 3 (1.4)

e Maci nTal k 3 Voices (1.4)
o SinmpleText (1.1)

Maci nTal k Pro
Maci nTal k Pro requires System 7 or greater. It is intended for 68040 or PowerPC
processor equi pped conputers only. To use MacinTalk Pro you need these files:

 Speech Manager (1.4)
e MacinTalk Pro (1.4)
* SinpleText (1.1)

In addition, you need at |east one of the voices fromthe Voices folder (not the
Macl nTal k2 Voices file). There are "H gh Quality" and "Snall" versions of Agnes,
Bruce, and Victoria. "High Quality" neans that there is very little conpression
on the voice file resulting in high audio fidelity but larger size. "Snmall"
means hi gh conpression on the voice file resulting in small voice footprint but
lower audio fidelity.

These articles can help you |l ocate the PlainTal k software nenti oned here:

* "Where To Find Apple Software Updates”
Lists online services for "free" Apple software updates.

e "Qbtaining Apple Product Support in the USA"
Li sts 800 nunbers and online services for software updates, Apple
support information, and a subset of the Apple Tech. Info. Library.
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