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I am beginning to use MacTCP and sone Internet software for the first tine. |
have noticed that nmany times | type a hostnane and do not connect to the server
| intended to.
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VWhen you ask MacTCP to connect to a hostnane, several steps occur before MacTCP
connects.

If the Nane is "Fully Qualified"

MacTCP checks the hostname for a period. If the hostnane ends in a period,
MacTCP | ooks up exactly what was typed. This applies to names of any length. The
default domain in MacTCP is ignored.

e If you ftp to ftp.info.apple.com MacTCP al ways connects you to
ftp.info.apple.com (since it ends in a period).
e If you ftp to ftp. MacTCP | ooks for ftp. (it also ends in a period).

If the Name is "Partially Qualified"

If the nanme typed is |onger than one word (separated by periods), MacTCP
connects to whatever was typed. The default donmain in MacTCP is ignored.

e If you type ftp.info.apple.com McTCP | ooks for ftp.info.apple.com
« If your default donmain is apple.comand you type ftp.info, MacTCP
i gnores the domain and | ooks for ftp.info.

NOTE: Most Maci ntosh users expect this behavior, but it is inportant to remenber



that other TCP/IP software (UNI X, Open Transport, DOS software) nay behave
differently. ldeally, the second exanple woul d have resulted in a | ookup for
ftp.info.apple. com

If the Nane is Just a Hostnane

If the nane is one word, then add the "default domain" fromthe MacTCP contr ol
panel .

e If your donmain is info.apple.comand you type ftp, MacTCP | ooks for
ftp.info.apple. com

« If the hosts file or domain nanme servers have information on the host
and the host is working, you should connect to the desired machine.
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