MacDNS 1.0.3: Read Me (6/96)

Article Created: 3 June 1996

This article is the MacDNS 1.0.3 ReadMe file.
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This Read Me docunent describes | ate-breaking informati on about your MacDNS
software and its docunentation. You may want to print this docunent for future
ref erence.

Product infornmation

MacDNS 1.0.3 fixes sonme problenms in MacDNS 1.0.2 and earlier versions, providing
i mproved perfornmance and reliability. Upgrading to version 1.0.3 is recomended
for all MacDNS custoners.

This version of MacDNS is avail able under the terns of a no-fee license. The
i cense agreenment is presented when the software is run for the first tine.
Cick the "Agree" button to accept the terns of the agreenent.

MacDNS and Qpen Transport

Open Transport 1.1 or later is recomended for use with MacDNS and al
Power PC- based Wor kgroup Servers.

For Workgroup Server nodels 7250 and 8550, the Workgroup Server Software CD- ROM
disc that cane with your server contains Open Transport software version 1.1 and
system software version 7.5. 3.

For Workgroup Server nodels 6150, 8150, and 9150, the Maci ntosh System 7.5
Update 2.0 (which updates your system software to version 7.5.3) includes Qpen
Transport software version 1.1. Look for information about system software

updates and about the | atest version of Qpen Transport on Apple foruns and Apple
Web sites on the Internet.

Changes to MacDNS
This section provides details about the changes in the 1.0.3 rel ease of MacDNS

* Sonetimes MacDNS woul d stop responding to incom ng requests; no further UDP



notifications were received until the application was quit and rel aunched. To
prevent this situation and insure long-termreliability, MacDNS now perforns a
periodic test of its own responsiveness (approxinmately once a mnute), closing
and reopening the UDP streamon port 53 if it has becone bl ocked. This
guarantees that if the server ever gets into an unresponsive state, it wll

al ways correct itself within a mnute.

e Fixed a bug which could cause a crash on ol der Maci ntosh nodels with "32-bit
dirty" ROWs, such as the Ilcx, when displaying the |license agreenent dialog. The
license text is now automatically displayed in the | anguage appropriate for the
currently active system the popup nenu of |anguages has been renoved.

« MacDNS now autonmatically opens the Message Log wi ndow when it is |aunched for
the first tinme.

* Fixed a bug where information about currently open w ndows, including the size
and position of the Cached Hosts wi ndow, was not correctly saved to the
preferences file.

 Fixed a bug where $ORIG N statenments following the SOA record in an existing
BIND zone file were being ignored. This could cause MacDNS to inport sone
entries wth an incorrect domain nanme suffix.

» Fixed a problemwhere "Look Up Host" occasionally did not retrieve the IP
address for a host nanme, depending on the parent server being asked. Previously,
"Look Up Host" only generated queries of type ANY and MX. It now additionally
asks for an A record, if one was not returned fromthe ANY request.

 Fixed a problemwhere the "Look Up Host" status message renmined "ldle..."
during a | ookup.

e Corrected a problemin the way parent server responsiveness was nmeasured when
nore than one parent server was specified. This problem could cause significant
slowdowns in overall response tine under certain conditions. If "A" and "B" were
speci fied as parent servers, and A subsequently went offline, MacDNS coul d
continue to send queries to Afirst instead of B, even though B was obviously
the preferred server to use

e Fixed a bug where MacDNS could include its own |IP address when generating the
default list of parent servers, if the MacTCP control panel on the server
machi ne was configured to use its own |P address as its DNS server. (It is
illegal, and normally not possible, to specify your own | P address as a parent
server in MacDNS, since endless request |ooping will occur.)

e MacDNS now prevents an alias frombeing entered as a nmamil exchanger host nane.
The use of alias nanes as mail exchangers is illegal, since it can cause mai
| oops.

» Fixed a cosnetic bug where the size box of a resizeable wi ndow was not
refreshed correctly, and added a gray background to the col unm header area of

host |ist w ndows.

* Renoved the "Are you sure you want to quit?" dialog in response to user



f eedback, since it prevented quitting and rel aunching the server under autonated
script control
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