Altos Files: How to Transfer them to/from a M acintosh

This article |last reviewed: 22 June 1989

A custonmer wants to transfer (word processing) files froman Atos, running
Altos Ofice Managenent System to a Macintosh for page conposition
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The Altos O fice Managenent System runs under the Xenix operating system
Mcrosoft's variation on UNIX. Xenix and UNI X store all data and
applications in the sane type of file. This file type may contain any ASClI
value fromO to 255. |If the word processor can save a plain ASCI| text
file, Macintosh can accept the file with little work. However, if the word
processor only creates files that also contain Control, Escape, or extended
characters, these additional characters need to be renoved before Mcintosh
can nake use of the data in the file.

If the file does contain Control, Escape, or extended characters, a filter
or translation programis needed to extract the plain text characters stored
inthe file. This can be acconplished on the Altos side or the Mcintosh
side. On the Xenix side, "sed" (the streameditor) can be used to change or
el i mnate unwanted characters. Also, on Xenix, the "strings" conmand can be
used to extract only printable ASCIlI characters froma file. On the
Maci nt osh side, utilities, |like Vantage (MSink), can strip unwanted control
characters fromthe file.

Moving either of these files to the Macintosh is relatively sinple. Using a
serial connection (direct serial port-to-serial port or two nodens), the
file can be moved with a standard file transfer protocol, |like Kernit. You
can al so have Xenix "streanm! or "print" the file to a serial port. |If the
Maci ntosh is set up to capture the data coming fromthe Altos serial port,
the captured data can then be copied and pasted fromthe capture buffer. A
capture buffer is provided in MacTerm nal by selecting the Record Lines Of
Top under the Conmands mnenu.

Copyri ght 1989 Apple Computer, Inc.

Keywords: <None>



This information is fromthe Apple Technical Information Library.

19960215 11:05:19. 00
Tech Info Library Article Number: 4100



