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MS-DOS Filename Conventions: AppleShare V2.0 Same As V1.1

This article last reviewed: 5 May 1988

Under Appl eShare 1.1, an Ms5-DOS user sees a nodified version of any nane
over eight characters; for exanple:

Maci nt osh vol une nane: Oxford Bl ues
Appl eShare PC nane: IOxford .Blu

Sone users have asked if AppleShare 2.0 lets the adm nistrator detern ne
the volune names that the PC sees -- that is, nmake it possible to assign
nanes that are different fromthe Maci ntosh nanmes, but readable by M- DCS --
or if not, whether there is any way to make the nanes easier to read and
type W THOUT constraining original volunme names to eight characters or |ess?

Thi s probl em occurs because of file-nam ng constraints in Ms-DQOS, which
allow only a nmaxi num of eight characters with a three-character extension
(such as 12345678. 123) for file names. The Maci ntosh and Appl eShare (1.1 or
2.0) both allow filenanes up to 31 characters in |ength.

Al t hough Appl eShare allows filenanes to be 31 characters long, it also

stores the filenames as "short nanes", which adhere to the M5-DOS fil e-nam ng
conventions. These "short nanmes" are used when an Ms-DOS machi ne accesses
files froman Appl eShare server that have nanes |onger than eight characters.
These "short names" are generated by a predefined al gorithmof the characters
in the actual name, and CANNOT be controlled by the system admni ni strator

This is true for both Appl eShare versions 1.1 and 2.0. If file names nust be
easy to read and type, assign names of eight characters or |ess.
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