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Does HyperCard 2.1 UK version have the sane date format as the U S
versi on?

DI SCUSSI ON = = = = = = = = = = - o x ot o m o e et il

HyperCard 2.x calls the Script Manager to parse and to format dates

properly. Therefore, as |ong as you nake no assunptions about date formats in
your scripts, it shouldn't matter whether UK or Thai or Arabic date formats are
different.

Here's an exanpl e of maki ng bad assunptions about dates: if you want to
know t he nunber of the day of the week of a certain date, you could wite a
script that assunes that the date is in the form

Day O _Week, Month Day_of _Mnth, Year

This script could extract word 1 of this date and translate it into
nunerical formby using a large If Then El se statenent in HyperTalk. If
word 1 is "Sunday” then put 1 into dayOf Week, etc. Works great under
restrictive conditions, but not worldw de. Actually, it won't work if the
user enters a date in any other format.

The savvy way to do this is to use the HyperTal k "convert" conmmand to parse
t he date.

put field "date" into myLocal Var
convert myLocal Var to dateltenms -- will now contain dateltens Ii st
get item7 of nyLocal Var -- nunber of day of week

If you're concerned about displaying dates in the proper format, you can
store themin a nuneric formin a hidden field -- dateltens format or
seconds format will do nicely -- and put theminto a visible field and
convert themto hunan-readable formw thin a script, perhaps on openCard.

on openCard
| ock screen
put field "Date in Seconds"” into field "Display Date"



convert field "Display Date" to |long date
unl ock screen
pass openCard

end openCard

If the user enters a date in a field, you can convert it to numerical form
and store it in a hidden field, perhaps on closeField.

on cl oseFi el d
put field "User Date" into field "Date in Dateltens"
convert field "Date in Dateltens" to dateltens

if the result is not enpty then -- invalid date

answer "lnvalid date." with "K"

select text of field "User Date" -- user should try again
end if

end cl oseFi el d

By translating dates back and forth between human-readabl e fornms and
nunerical forns for storage, you can guarantee that dates will be displayed
properly and sensi bly throughout the world.
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