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Does the APDA Vi deodi sc Tool kit, which allows you to control a videodisc
pl ayer from HyperCard, work with both CAV and CLV di scs?
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The conmmand set of the videodisc player is the sanme for both CAV and CLV
di scs. This neans that the Videodisc Toolkit will work with both type of
di scs.

However, there are differences in the discs that will not allow certain
conmands to provide useful results. Because the Videodi sc Tool kit
docunentation states that the Tool kit does not specifically address CLV
control, determning the controls that actually work with CLV discs is a
matter of exploring. (Oten, the videodisc player determ nes the avail able
functions when using CLV discs. The player knows whether a CLV or CAV disc
is | oaded. Sone functions are disabled by the player when CLV discs are in
the tray.

Commands related to "frameMde" -- that is, "videoFrane()" -- do not work.
Usi ng "chapt er Mode" instead all ows access to |onger sections of video. The
"pl ayVi deo” and "searchVi deo" comrands use chapter nunbers rather than
frame numbers when in "chapterMde".

Still-frame with CAV discs provides a crisp and clear still imge.
Attenpting to freeze a frane froma CLV disc will not produce a stable
image. This is a limtation inherent in the design and | ayout of CLV
discs, not a linmtation of the Videodisc Toolkit. CAV discs place one
video frane per revolution of the disc; CLV discs place any nunber of
franes within one revolution. One frame per revolution allows the disc to
continue to spin with the |laser reading head stationary, thus providing the
same frame once per revolution. CAV discs have differing numbers of frames
fromthe outside edge of the disc to the inside of the disc. Holding the

| aser reading head stationary will not provide a stable inage, because
there is a variable nunber of frames/fields passing under the head in one
revol ution.

The Voyager Conpany markets "The Voyager Vi deoStack", which supports tine



node with the CLV discs. This allows a stack to tell the player to go, for
exanple, to "19 minutes 12 seconds" and begin playing until it reaches "21
m nutes 32 seconds.” This is not frame accurate, but in nany situations
provi des sufficiently accurate control

Voyager al so provides "VideoStack 8000 Extension", which is for the Pioneer
8000 pl ayer. These extensions support special 8000 nodel features, such as
true CLV still-frame and CLV frane search, digital sound control, and
still-frame with audio. CLV still-frane is achieved through the use of the

Pi oneer 8000 digital frame buffer. The Pioneer 8000 can search to a particular
frane and grab a frame of video into its digital buffer. This is different
fromthe CAV nethod of still-frane.

The Tech Info Library article titled "Locating Vendor Information" can help you
search for a particular vendor's address and phone nunber.
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