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This article provides an overview of Apple's HyperCard 2.2 software.

A separate Tech Info Library article provides the technical specifications
for HyperCard 2.2; and several other articles describe, in detail, features
that are new or enhanced in version 2.2 of HyperCard.
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Overvi ew

HyperCard is a tool for creating customsoftware sol utions for business,
education, and nedia integration. Comercial devel opers, consultants,

i n-house progranmmers, and end-users can use it to acquire, manage, and
display information just the way they need to.

Hyper Card organi zes information in easy-to-use "stacks" of "cards" through
whi ch uses can navigate and search for the informati on they need. Sinply
by clicking a button, they can viewrelated text, see a graphic, hear a
sound, or watch a QuickTi me novie.

Easy to Learn

Fam |iar Macintosh interface el enents make HyperCard so easy to |learn that
begi nners can start creating stacks right away. HyperCard also offers
extensi ve online help, as well as ready-to-use stacks, tenplates, and
software objects (buttons, etc.).

Devel opnent Envi r onment

HyperCard is an ideal devel opnent tool for a wi de range of applications,

i ncluding nultinedia presentations, front-ends to data on host conputers,
courseware, and computer-based training materials. And its conpatibility
with Apple's WorldScript system extension hel ps you easily create

mul tilingual solutions.

Usi ng HyperTal k (HyperCard's built-in scripting |anguage), AppleScript, or
any other scripting | anguage that's conpatible with Apple's OSA (Open



Scripting Architecture), you can wite scripts and attach themto HyperCard
buttons that | aunch, control, and exchange data with other off-the-shelf
applications, either locally or over a network. This lets you create

Hyper Card applications that automate repetitive tasks, such as collecting
data frommultiple sources and generating reports fromit.

Hyper Card provi des a robust prototyping and devel opment environnment for
prof essi onal developers. It cones with powerful scripting tools, a
nodel ess script editor, hypertext support, debugging tools, externa
conmmands, and many ot her features to help you create powerful custom
sof twar e

A new option in HyperCard version 2.2 lets you save any stack as a
st andal one doubl e-cl i ckabl e Maci nt osh application that can be distributed
wi t hout royalty fees.
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