Hyper Card: Global Paths & Avoiding Lost Pathnames
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Wienever | nove various applications, stacks, and folders conprising ny
Hyper Card projects to another hard disk, | aminundated with "Were is..."
di al og boxes as my scripts try to re-find the correct paths to junp between
st acks.
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Sone Hyper Card devel opers have asked if there is any way to provide a

gl obal path command or to assign physical or logical nanes that initiate at
startup. This becones inmportant when a programis noved to anot her machine
(with different nanes). This kind of porting can make all the pathnanes
incorrect with the result, as above, that the program constantly asks for
help in finding files.

Many users try to avoid this problem by begi nning the path names with the
actual volume nanme. This is not necessary.

An easier solution is to load the folders in question into the sane fol der that
contains the HyperCard application itself, then place a colon at the beginning
of the path nane, like this:

. HyperCard |deas: | dea Stacks:

The first colon in this statenent tells HyperCard to | ook for the "HyperCard
| deas" folder within the same folder that contains HyperCard itself. HyperCard
will then continue on to the "ldeas Stack" folder for the chosen stack

The problem can al so be handl ed by getting the Long Nanme of the currently
executing stack. This nanme returns the path to the stack. As long as the
ot her stacks or accessed files are kept in the sane folder, the pathnane
can be nmanipul ated to open those files. You can even place the stacks or
files in subfolders, as long as the folder nanes are placed in the path.

An exanpl e:



Functi on Pat h\Way
put the Iong nane of this stack i nto NewNane
delete char 1 to 7 of NewNane
r epeat
if offset(":", NewNane) is O then
exit repeat
el se
put char 1 to offset(":", NewNane) of NewNane after NewPath
delete char 1 to offset(":", NewNane) of NewNane
end if
end repeat
return NewPat h
end Pat h\ay

put PathWay () into the nmessage

This piece of code returns the current path to the stack. By appending the
nane of a stack or file onto the end of the returned path, your stacks can
open any stacks or files in the sane folder. By placing a folder name and
the nane of the stack after the returned path, you can open the stacks

wi thin a subfol der.
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