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I am devel oping a HyperCard front end for software distribution via Appl eShare
servers and using the HFSCopy XFCN to copy files fromservers to users' hard
drives. | have also nmade stacks that do validation and audit trails
(including Ms Mail API) and |og the user onto the server, based on certain
access privileges. After logging on the user has to drag down the fol ders
fromthe server manually. This nay have to be the solution if the stack can
automate the "copy."

HFSCopy works great the first time, but the next tinme it is executed, it won't
work with a duplicate folder name on the user's hard disk. |Is there a

sinple solution to this? O do | have to verify the user's folders every tine
and/ or renanme the existing folder to "<folder nane> ol d" or sonething |like

t hat ?

How can | use HFSCopy wi thout knowi ng the nane of the destination hard drive?
don't want to require users to enter the nane of their hard drive or the script
to search for the volune name. A wildcard does not seemto work. | would
like HyperCard to do the HFS Copy to the HyperCard | aunch vol une. HyperCard
knows where it is being |launched from so | need to tell the script this

i nformati on. How can | access this information?

DI SCUSSH ON = = - = = = = = = = x o x ot o m o e et il

You're right: the HFSCopy XFCN does not replace a folder with the sane nane.

It does, however, return an error that you can check, as a way to work around
this. Error -48 indicates a duplicate filenane. You could wite a script that
uses a few XFCNs to index through the folder that you want to replace, deleting
each of the files in the folder until the folder is enpty, and then deleting
the folder. Once this is done, you could then call the HFSCopy XFCN agai n,
asking for the original folder. Because the folder no |onger exists on your

| ocal disk, it will be copied successfully.



There are two XFCNs beyond HFSCopy that woul d hel p: Fol der Contents and
Del et eFi | e.

The Fol derContents XFCN returns the files and/or folders contained in a
specified folder. Its syntax is:

Fol der Cont ent s( Pat hnanme, «,"Files"|"Fol ders"|"Both"» «"noDi al og: "errord obal »)

where Pat hnane is a path to a folder to exam ne and paranmeter 2 is the litera
string "Files", "Folders", or "Both".

This XFCN returns a carriage return delinmted list (one file/folder per |ine)
of all files, folders, or both files and folders (as per paraneter 2) within
the specified directory. The nanes of all folders will end in ":". The
default is to list "both" files and folders. (The next version will be A/ UX
conpati bl e.)

The third XFCN is DeleteFile, which deletes the file you specify. Specify the
full pathnane, as with the other two XFCNs. To delete a folder, that folder
nust be enpty and you nmust trick the XCFN into thinking that the folder is a
file. Therefore, delete everything in the folder, then call this XCFN once nore
using the folder name as a file nane. In other words, where you would usually
specify a folder nane |ike "Hard Disk:folder1:", in this case, you om't

the I ast colon and pass the paraneter "Hard Di sk:folderl". Thus, DeleteFile
will think the folder is a file, and--as long as the folder is enpty--will
delete it. Renenber that if there are folders within folders you nust work
your way fromthe deepest folder out, deleting files and folders as you go.

To get HyperCard's full pathnane, use the HyperCard command "t he | ong name of
stack home". Fromthe result, you can derive the information you need.
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