Hyper Card: Cause of Disappearing Heap Space (7/92)
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If two HyperCard stacks are open simultaneously, and one of them has a
resource fork, is locked and in use -- switching back and forth between the
stacks (even just clicking on their windows alternately in the Finder) wll
gradual 'y di m ni sh HyperCard Heap Space.

DI SCUSSI ON = - - = = = = = = = = x o m ot e f el

The stack in use has to be | ocked and have a resource fork (new stacks that
have not been created with a copi ed background have no resource fork). It
does NOT have to contain resources. (It can get into this state by opening
it in Reskdit or by adding and del eting a resource.)

The ot her stack does not have to be | ocked.

The Cause

HyperCard is opening a new access path to the stack in use every tine you
switch stacks.

To the Maci ntosh operating system every tine you switch stacks it | ooks
i ke you are opening another file. In System6.0.7, there is a limt of 40
open files (actually, it's 40 open forks), so HyperCard will eventually
refuse to switch stacks. In System 7.0 and later, there is nolimt, so
heap space will sinply continue to drop until HyperCard runs out of nenory.

This behavior is confirmed in HyperCard 2.1 and we know of no workar ound.
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