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NOTE: The inability to conpress |arge stacks was di scovered and corrected in
versions of HyperCard after release 1.0.1. The probl em caused by pressing
conmand- peri od when creating a new card was di scovered and corrected in
versions of HyperCard after release 1.1. The following information is for those
usi ng previous versions.

Sonme users have experienced damage to | arge HyperCard stacks, resulting
in inaccessible stacks, and - in cases where the stacks were not backed
up - potential |oss of valuable data and tine.

Danage to a stack nay be the result of using the command-period keystroke
to stop the creation of a new card. Stacks nobst susceptible to this problem
are those containing "create a card" scripts, sone of themwitten to test
HyperCard's card limts. Stopping the creation of a card using conmand-
period prevents HyperCard from conpletely creating the data structures
needed to support the card. This is conpounded when you attenpt to conpact
t he stack.

After backing up the file, try these nethods:

e Launch HyperCard with any stack other than the damaged stack, such
as the Hone stack. Then, open the damaged stack with the Open Stack
option (File nmenu).

e Fromthe Message box or script, type: "go card 3 of stack 'your stack'”

* Froma script, set |ockScreen and | ockMessages to true; then attenpt
to go to a specific card

If any of these suggestions work, you might be able to wite a retrieva
script that will go fromcard-to-card within your stack and copy the
contents el sewhere.

If you are not able to display any portion of your stack follow ng the
suggesti ons above, the stack's data structure is danmaged to the point of
requiring nore powerful data recovery tools. FEdit or a simlar disk editor
may allow you to open your file, then copy and paste that information into



anot her file.
Meanwhi | e:

1. ALWAYS back up your files regardl ess of the size or the applications
used to create them Tools, such as Apple's Tape Backup 40SC, nake this
relatively painless, particularly when you conpare that to the tinme and
expense of having to recreate the data when a problemof this nature
occurs.

2. DON T type command- peri od when creating a new card
3. Conmpact your stacks regularly, as often as after every 10 cards when

creating or deleting.
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