DAL For AS/400: View Smaller Table List (6/93)
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I connected via DAL to SQ./ 400 on an AS/400. Fromthe client side |I used
the DAL Tester to send the following command to the DAL server:

open sql 400 dbns;

open dat abase "dal denp”;
This statenent ran fine.

But when | sent the foll owi ng command:
descri be tables; printall
The result was a listing of all the tables of all the libraries.

How do | get only the tables of the current database as described in the
DAL reference manual ?
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We can clarify this issue for you.

1) It is not possible to limt the table list to "only"” the tables in the
dat abase that is open. The AS/ 400 environnment is one whol e dat abase to
SQL/ 400 so there is no way to keep it fromscanning all the Libraries
for Filel/Tabl e nanes.

The only thing that can be done to Iimt the list of tables is to create
a "view'. This vieww Il be the sane one used by ANY database nane you
open.

Wil e the database nane is not restrictive in the AS/ 400 environnent, it
is useful. Wien you do the "Qpen Database" command in DAL you set up

t hat dat abase nane as the default library. Then you do not have to
prepend t he database nane in your SQL statements unless the table (file)
chosen is in another library than the default (opened) database.

That is:
open dat abase " DALDEMO'

gi ves you access to all the tables within that library w thout having to



say "DALDEMO. " before the tablenane. That is you can now say:
select * fromoffices; printall;

i nst ead of
sel ect * from dal deno. offices; printall;

If you had opened a dat abase naned " MYDATA":
open dat abase " MYDATA"

to access the data in 'offices' you would now HAVE to say:
sel ect * from dal deno. offices; printall;

2) The DAL for AS/ 400 Install Guide was not correct in defining howto
create the SQ. View (Appendix B). An article was witten to explain how
to create the view properly as well as howto set up a "limted" list in
the view

Pl ease check the Tech Info Lib on AppleLink. Search for "DAL and
AS/ 400" and you should see an article naned: ESD Techni cal Note: DAL21
AS/ 400 Install Doc Update (2/93).

That should help you set up a smaller table list. Be aware however,
that you can only have one view per user profile (whether their own
separate one, or a site-wide one). So you want their "describe tables
list to contain ALL of the tables you would want to have access to
t hrough DAL, regardl ess of whether those tables were in nultiple
libraries.
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