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This article describes the Data Access Language (DAL) Devel oper's Tool kit for
t he Maci nt osh.

DI SCUSSI ON = = = = = = = = = = - o x ot o m o e et il

The DAL Devel oper's Tool kit for the Macintosh is a set of software conponents
that hel ps programmers build Mcintosh personal conputer application prograns
wi th enmbedded access to host data. The resulting Macintosh applications give
consi stent, transparent access to shared corporate data when linked to a host
system runni ng the DAL Server

These Maci ntosh applications use DAL, a high-level, SQ.-based connectivity

| anguage. DAL allows Maci ntosh applications to access and interact with host
data on a variety of mniconmputer and mai nframe systens in a uniform way,
regardl ess of the particular host, operating system database managenent system
or network connection. You develop all application programs on the Macintosh

wi t hout expertise in host progranming or particul ar host system

The DAL Devel oper’'s Tool kit for the Macintosh is designed for Macintosh
programers, independent software vendors, and M S departnents designing

Maci ntosh software. 1In a single devel opment effort, Macintosh software

devel opers can build products that address the need for host data access in a
wi de range of environnents.

Feat ur es

- Docurnentation and sanple application with C and Pascal call libraries

- Interactive utility for testing DAL program statenents

- HyperTal k XCVMD and XFCN conmands for DAL access

- Host data retrieval into HyperCard fields, cards, and gl obal variables

- DAL docunmentation in the formof a HyperCard Hel p stack

- DAL sanple HyperCard stack with easily incorporated cut-and-paste buttons



and cards

- Licensing provisions for distribution of DAL client software with
Maci nt osh applications

- Seam ess interaction between Maci ntosh applications, DAL client software,
and DAL Server

- Resulting applications work with any DAL Server-equi pped host
- DAL connectivity | anguage
- ANSI standard level 1, SQ.-based data nmani pul ati on | anguage

- Integrated | anguage that includes host connection, data mani pul ation
program control, and output nanagenent statenents

- Application insulated fromdifferences between Maci ntosh and host
representation of byte order, character set, and floating-point data

- Application progranmng interface that resides in the Mcintosh conputer

- Uniformerror codes, status nessages, and catal og access across supported
dat abases and system types

Benefits
- Reduces startup tine and ensures maxi mum productivity.

- Makes testing and debuggi ng easier.

- Allows a debugged DAL programto be run without nodification fromwthin
a Maci ntosh application

- Provides conpl ete DAL session control, program execution, and result
retrieval fromw thin a HyperCard stack

- Allows the devel oper to access host data with the easy-to-use HyperCard
i nterface.

- Allows the devel oper to becone proficient quickly.
- Reduces stack-devel opnent tine.

- Permts conmmercial and in-house devel opers to make host connectivity an
integral part of their Macintosh applications.

- Allows users to enjoy easy access to host connectivity w thout needing to
under stand the underlying technol ogy.

- Allows devel opers to serve various markets with a single progranm ng
effort.



- Facilitates the host connection process.

- Insul ates Macintosh applications fromthe conplexities of the particular
host system network, and data source to be accessed.

- Allows an application to work with any host systemthat supports DAL.

- Facilitates devel opnent of Maci ntosh applications by allow ng progranmers
to provide access to a wide range of host environnents in a single
progranmm ng effort.

- Provides support of SQ query and update features.

- Provides uniformaccess to a wide range of data sources.

- Uses syntax that is famliar to many devel opers and users.

- Allows the Macintosh user to proceed with other work while the host
request is carried out (once the server connection is conplete).

- Is easily integrated into the scripting | anguages of nany applications.

- Provides superior performance for repetitive requests.

- Allows for greater utilization of host processing power.

- Sinplifies programming for the Macintosh devel oper

- Allows all devel opnent to be acconplished on the Maci ntosh computer
Devel opers can provi de host connectivity w thout investing in host
hardware or acquiring host programr ng experti se.

- Allows applications accessing a wide variety of host system

configurations to be created with a single programrmng effort.
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