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W're trying to get information fromthe clipboard in AppleScript. The foll ow ng
Appl eScript works with the Scriptable Text Editor

tell application "Scriptable Text Editor"
activate
select first word of window 1 -- there's text in w ndow 1
copy
set WrdOne to clipboard as text
di spl ay di al og Wor dOne
end tel

However, trying sonething simlar in the Finder does not work. W nanually
copied the nane of a folder, then tried to wite a script that would display the
contents to the clipboard. Although selecting "show clipboard" fromEdit menu
shows text on clipboard, the follow ng script does not work, the clipboard

appears enpty:

tell application "Finder"
set ClipBoardData to clipboard as text
di spl ay di al og C i pBoardDat a
end tel
VWhat gets displayed is "" (nothing). If | go to the Scriptable Text Editor and
tell it the sane thing, it displays the fol der nane.

DI SCUSSI ON = - = = = = = =« = = x = o m ot e f e el

There are several AppleEvent Suites, such as Text, Database, Tel ephony, Finder
and so on that are defined and generally agreed upon by devel opers. Mani pul ati on
of the Macintosh clipboard is covered in the Mscellaneous Apple Event Suite. In
that suite are defined the ways that applications should inplenent Cut, Copy and
Past e, undoi ng and redoi ng operations, creating Edition Manager publishers,
initiating and ending transactions, and other m scellaneous actions. Not al
applications support all of the actions in this suite and so do not inplenent

t hese functions. Sone applications inplenent the suite partially or under the
gui se of their own customsuite.

The Scriptable Text Editor did not inplenent the conplete M scell aneous Suite,



but Scriptable Text Editor does inplenent Cut, Copy and Paste as part of what
they call the Scriptable TE suite. The Finder did not inplenent the

M scel | aneous Suite or Cut, Copy and Paste as a subset anywhere. This is why
your AppleScript gives desired results with Scriptable Text Editor, but not with
t he Fi nder.

Jon Pugh, an Apple enployee, saw the need to extend the capabilities of

Appl eScri pt back in the days before the Scriptable Finder becane avail able. He
has rel eased a package of "Free for nonconmercial use" Scripting Additions known
as Jon's Commands. The extended commands i ncl ude:

clipboard info - get a list of data on the clipboard
set the clipboard to - put data on the clipboard

the clipboard - get data fromthe clipboard
This particul ar set of commands is so popul ar that Jon separated the clipboard
extensions into a stand alone Scripting Addition called clipboard.

Copyri ght 1996, Apple Computer, Inc.

Keywords: ksts

This information is fromthe Apple Technical Information Library.

19961220 15:13:11.00
Tech Info Library Article Number: 20761



