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Appl eScript is a full-featured, object-oriented, progranm ng |anguage built into
t he Maci ntosh operating system It can access internal software functionality
of applications supporting the Qpen Scripting Architecture (OSA) of System 7
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Appl eScri pt extends the Maci ntosh graphical user interface to offer scripting
for automation, custom zation, and application integration. It allows tailoring
applications for devel opers. The Appl eScript product consists of a | anguage, a
system software extension, a scripting environment, and add-on utilities.

FEATURES

* A natural, English-like syntax that can be localized and/or repl aced.
* Integration with the Open Scripting Architecture for seamn ess
communi cation with nultiple applications both within a conputer and
across networks.
« Use of OSA standards that enable a consistent scripting experience.
e A Script Editor utility that records scripts fromuser actions.
BENEFI TS
* Rapid custom sol uti on devel opnment for busi ness probl ens.

* Autonation of conplex tasks and work flows w thin organizations.

e Sinplification of desktop and network adm nistration within
or gani zati ons.

* Automation of routine tasks that can increase personal productivity.
CONFI GURATI ON REQUI REMENTS

Appl eScript requires a Maci ntosh configured with:



« A 68000 or greater processor
e Mnimm 4 negabytes of RAM
e System 7.0 or later

Wth no scripts running, AppleScript takes up less than 5K of RAM A running
script occupies less than 250K of RAM Editing and conpiling a script consumes
about 750K RAM

The Appl eScri pt Extension requires 250K of di sk space when installed
unconpressed whet her on the hard disk or on floppy disks.

The Appl eScript Script Editor requires 150K of disk space. The Scriptable Text
Editor requires 100K of disk space.

The Appl eScript | anguage takes an "English-Iike" approach. |In addition, it's
flexi bl e enough to adapt easily to the needs of |anguages other than English
The base Appl eScri pt | anguage includes | anguage control structures (repeat,
if...then, and so on) and a library of built-in comrands.

The default syntax of AppleScript is simlar to HyperTalk in its natura

| anguage approach, but is nore regular and predictable. You can replace the
default AppleScript syntax with localized | anguage dial ects or progranm ng

| anguages (BASIC-like, Clike).

SYSTEM SOFTWARE

Appl eScript is inplenmented as a conponent, and makes use of the QuickTine
Conponent Manager. This nakes it accessible to any devel oper who wants to take
advantage of it to give an application intuitive, consistent scripting
capabilities. Inplenenting the scripting systemat the systemsoftware | evel
makes scripting an integral part of the Macintosh conputing environnent.

SCRI PTI NG ENVI RONMVENTS

Appl eScript is delivered with a sinple script generation and editing facility
known as the Script Editor. The Script Editor generates scripts by "watching"
the user's actions. Then you can edit and run the scripts.

The End User and Professional versions of the Script Editor differ in particular
features, but the basic interface is the sane.

ADD- ON EXTENSI ONS AND UTI LI TI ES

Several add-on conponents conplete the scripting product for different users.
Sanpl e Scripts help teach in-house devel opers how to use scripting to solve
pertinent business problenms. They can nodify sanple scripts to neet particular
needs.



End Users can use sanple scripts to nake using the Mcintosh nore conveni ent and
ef fective. A script launching utility |aunches scripts while the conputer's
owner is absent.

Finally, Open Scripting Architecture Extensions (OSACS) can extend the reach of
Appl eScript into other devel opnent arenas.

USAGE SCENARI CS

The followi ng categories are the mpjor classes of functionality that

Appl eScripts enable. AppleScripts create new, custom solutions from existing
applications. These could be internal or comrercial solution sets. A custom
front-end nmight be built that uses attached scripts to conmunicate with

di fferent applications while keeping this activity transparent to the user

Wor k Fl ow

You can use scripts to automate the process of working: to nove data,
docunents, and infornation from person to person, conputer to conputer
departnment to departnent, and application to application

Wrk flow scripts will automate sone aspect of a group's work process such as
tracking and reporting the status of project el enents, managi ng versions,
routing docunents, and archiving files.

They are likely to afford a |l owcost mninmnumfeature alternative for those who
don't require extensive docunent nanagenent systens. Work flow scripts access,
manage, and report the "data about data" in their working environnment and drive
applications for comunication, including electronic mail

Admi ni stration

Scripts performadm nistrative functions including software installation and
upgr ades, backups, rempte user support, and troubl eshooting across |ocal area
net wor ks.

Unatt ended Conputi ng

Unattended scripts take the place of the user interaction with the Mcintosh and
provide for the execution of predeterm ned instructions when specified
conditions are net.

Scripts let you "set-and-forget" a series of things for an application to do, or
several applications together. You can wite scripts that test for certain
conditions in your environnent, in some docunent, or in another Macintosh across
t he network, and execute when those conditions are net.

It's possible to inpose tine conditions on unattended scripts to allow del ayed

execution, often overnight.

This article is one of many avail abl e through the Apple Fax center. For a
conplete list of avail able Fax docunents, search the Tech Info Library for Apple



Fax Document Index or call the Apple Fax line at 1-800-505-0171 and sel ect
docunent number 20000 (Apple Fax - Document |ndex - Product Support Literature).
The Apple Fax center is available free of charge 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week.
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