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This article provides a brief describes of the Apple Open Col | aboration
Envi ronnent ( ACCE) .
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Wth AOCE, collaboration services are integrated into the System?7
operating system enabling users to consolidate many fornms of electronic
correspondence conmon today such as voice mail, electronic mail, and faxes.
In addition, third-party developers will be able to build on ACCE s
foundation to create and deliver new ki nds of applications for integrated
personal conmunications, team productivity, and affordabl e workfl ow
systenms, such as fornms processing.

The first two versions of ACCE based software products, one that will

resi de on an individual end user's desktop Maci ntosh or Appl e Power Book,
and one that provides additional server-based col |l aboration services for
Appl eTal k networks. The end-user product, PowerTalk, includes collaboration
services for the individual, such as a universal nmilbox for integrated

el ectroni ¢ correspondence, an easy drag-and-drop nethod of sending
docunents, a rich catalog capability for easy access to all kinds of

i nformation, and a digital signature capability, which enables electronic
approval of docunents.

The server product, PowerShare Col | aborati on Servers, provides services for
smal | or |arge groups of PowerTal k users. These services include a shared
store-and-forward facility for electronic nessaging, server-based

aut hentication and privacy for secure network comruni cati ons, and
centralized adm nistration of shared catal ogs that are distributed across
nmul ti server networks for optimal perfornmance. Power Share catal ogs that are
di stributed across multiple servers can be replicated and synchronized for
reliability.

The Power Tal k and Power Share products are based on ACCE s architecture,
whi ch has open application progranmi ng interfaces (APIs) so that
third-party devel opers can easily take advantage of AQOCE services from
within their products. 1In addition, Apple and third-party devel opers can
create software nodul es that provide plug-and-play access from ACCE based
applications to existing and future nmessagi ng and directory services.
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