Hard Drive SCSI Termination Power
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' mexperiencing a startup problemw th Mass M crosystenl s Dat aPak attached to
my Macintosh. Sometinmes | could start up fine with or without the DataPak
turned on. Oher tinmes, the systemhung until the DataPak was turned on

What's goi ng on?
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The SCSI bus requires term nati on power on the bus to provide clean, quality
SCSl signals. Mass Mcrosystens' DataPak supplies its own ternination power to
the SCSI bus. (This characteristic is also conmon to early SuperMac

Dat aFranes.) Oher SCSI devices that we checked use the term nation power

provi ded by the Maci nt osh.

When a SCSI device provides its own termnation power, the SCSI bus signals may
be corrupted when that device is powered down because it |eaves the SCSI bus
unternminated. An unterm nated SCSI bus can cause startup probl ens because of
noi se on the bus.

Soneti mes when a SCSI device that supplies its own ternination power is powered
down, the Macintosh will still start up because the SCSI bus signal is clean
enough for the startup process to take place. However, there is no assurance
that the bus signals will stay clean and uncorrupted since the SCSI bus is not
properly terminated in this situation.

SCSI devices that use the term nati on power provided by the Maci ntosh do not
have to be powered on for the SCSI bus to be properly terminated. The

term nati on power fromthe Macintosh provides the correct termination to the
SCSI  bus.

Copyri ght 1990 Appl e Conputer, Inc.

Keywords: <None>

This information is fromthe Apple Technical Information Library.



19960215 11: 05: 19. 00
Tech Info Library Article Number: 5472



