Reading ProDOS Diskettes on a Power Macintosh (9/94)

Article Created: 29 Septenber 1994

| amtrying to read ProDCS disks fromnmy Apple Il on ny Power Macintosh, but
amgetting the nmessage, "This disk is Unreadable, do you want to initialize?"
| thought that my Power Macintosh floppy drive is supposed to be able to read
ProDOS di sks. How can | read these di sks?

DI SCUSSI ON = = = = = = = = = = = = x ot ot e el

Power Maci ntosh users that would |like to read ProDOS di sks have the foll ow ng
sol utions:

1) Install Macintosh PC Exchange 2.0 or |ater

Maci nt osh PC Exchange software version 1.0.4 or 1.0.5 was included with
System Software 7.1.2 for Power Macintosh. Macintosh PC Exchange

all ows users to easily read, wite, and format PC-conpati bl e di sks.
However, these versions of Maci ntosh PC Exchange do NOT all ow users to
read, wite, or format ProDOS disks. In June, 1994, Apple announced
Maci nt osh PC Exchange 2.0. In addition to formatti ng, reading, and
witing DOS, and OS/ 2 di sks, Macintosh PC Exchange 2.0 can format and
use DOS formatted SCSI hard di sks and renovabl e nmedi a, such as
Bernoul | i and SyQuest cartridges and floptical drives. It can also
format and use Apple Il ProDCS fl oppy disks.

2) Upgrade to Maci ntosh System Software 7.5.

VWhen System Software 7.5 was announced in July, 1994, Maci ntosh PC
Exchange 2.0 was integrated into the system software.

3) Apple File Exchange Wility version 7.0.

Maci nt osh users have been able to read DOS and ProDOS di sks using the
Appl e File Exchange utility since Macintosh System Software 6.0 shi pped
in 1988. Apple File Exchange has been part of the Mcintosh System
Software through System 7 Pro. Since Macintosh PC Exchange 2.0

provi des users the ability to read, wite and format PC-conpati bl e and
ProDOS di sks, Apple has discontinued devel opnent of Apple File
Exchange. Al though Apple File Exchange 7.0 may work with the Power

Maci ntosh series, it was not fully tested by Apple and is therefore not



supported on Power PC processor based Maci ntosh systens.
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