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This article contains Part 1 of the ReadMe file for the Power Maci ntosh 5500 and
6500 series conputers.
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Thi s docunent provides infornmation about your Power Maci ntosh conputer that
could not be included in your user's manual or in online help.
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| mprovi ng 3D Perfornmance

To increase 3D graphics performance on Power Macintosh nodel s that include
built-in hardware acceleration, follow these guidelines:

* Make sure that the applications you are using support QuickDraw 3D.

* Turn off virtual nenmory in the Menory control panel

* Hde the control strip in the Control Strip control panel

* Set the nonitor Color Depth to Thousands and set the Resolution to 640x480,
67Hz in the Monitors & Sound control panel

| mprovi ng Video Capture

To increase the speed and quality of video captures on Power Macintosh nodel s



t hat support video capture, follow these guidelines:
* Turn off virtual nenmory in the Menory control panel
* In the Monitors & Sound control panel, set the color depth to Thousands.

* Turn of f AppleTal k. (You can quickly turn AppleTalk on or off with the Contro
Strip, or use the Chooser instead.)

* Turn off the Menubar Clock in the Date & Tine control panel

* Turn off all unnecessary extensions. Do not turn off QuickTinme. (Use the
Ext ensi ons Manager control panel to turn off extensions; then restart your
conputer.)

* |f you have installed Apple VideoPhone, renove the "QICConponent DV' extension
fromthe Extensions folder inside your System Folder, and then restart. (The

" QrCConponent DV* video digitizer extension is optimnmized for video conferencing,
but your Power Macintosh contains equivalent software that is optinized for

vi deo capture.)

* Do not run prograns other than the capture application while capturing video.
* Reduce the size of the capture window. (picture quality is inproved in snaller
Wi ndows)

* Make sure that your hard di sk has enough free space to record. If you notice a
decline in performance, use a disk optimzer to inprove your disk's efficiency.
* Make sure that the application programyou use for capturing video has enough
extra menory allocated for one second of video at the size and bit depth that
you are using to record. For exanple, to record 30fps at 320x240 in thousands of
colors requires at |east 4500K (4.5 MB) free in the application partition. About
This Macintosh (in the Apple nenu) lets you estinate nenory usage.

* Do not allocate all of the available nmenory to the capture application. \Wen
your capture application is running, you should have an unused bl ock size of at
| east 500K i n About This Macintosh.

When working with applications that support adjusting video and sound settings,
the follow ng settings allow the highest video capture perfornance:

* Use the Conponent Video video conpressor. Do not use post-conpression
* Set sound input sampling to 16 bits, stereo, and 44.1KHz for the highest
quality. Do not use a sound conpressor

I mproving the Quality of Audio CD Recordings

You can use the Appl eCD Audio Player and Si npl eSound (both available in the
Apple menu) to record froman audio CD to a file on disk. If your recordings
sound di storted when you play them try l[owering the volume |level in the Appl eCD
Audi o Pl ayer and record the sound again.

Usual Iy, you should get acceptable results when the volune is set to about the
m ddl e | evel . However, you nmay want to experinment with different vol une
settings; because audio CDs are recorded at various sound |evels, individual CDs
may require a different setting for optimal recording.



Al'l ocating More Menmory to Application Prograns

If you are having new problenms with application progranms reporting that they do
not have enough menory, System 7.5.5 may require progranms to use an additi onal
23K of nenory. To fix the problem

Quit the programif it is open

Cick the programis icon to select it.

Open the File nmenu and choose CGet Info.

In the Info window, increase the value in the "Preferred size" box by 23.
Cl ose the wi ndow.

A

Usi ng the Recent Documents Conmmand in the Apple Menu

You can easily open any of your nost recently used docunents by choosing the
Recent Documents command in the Apple menu, then choosing a document fromthe
subnenu. However, this feature can increase the tine it takes to open sone
applications. This occurs because the recent-docunents tracking includes al
files that are opened--even those opened by an application as part of its |aunch
sequence (such as drop-in filters used by desktop publishing packages). You can
reduce the increased opening tine by turning off the recent-docunents tracking.
You can either:

* turn off "recent docunents" tracking in the Apple Menu Options control pane

* turn off Apple Menu Options in the Extensions Manager

Installing Acrobat Reader Software fromthe System Software CD

To install Acrobat Reader software fromthe systemsoftware CD onto your hard

di sk, make sure that the system software CD that cane with your conputer is not
the startup disk. Then locate the Acrobat Reader folder on the CD and follow the
installation instructions.

Note: To make sure that the systemsoftware CD is not the startup disk, shut
down your conputer. Then start up the conputer while pressing the eject button
on the CO-ROM drive (the disc is ejected). After the conputer restarts, reinsert
the CD and install the Acrobat Reader software.

Reinstalling or Renobving Zip Drive Software

Sonme Power Maci ntosh nodels cone with an internal Zip drive. Normally when you
insert a Zip disk into this drive, an icon for the Zip disk appears on the
Maci nt osh desktop. If an icon for the inserted di sk does not appear on the
desktop, the lonmega Driver in your System Fol der may be missing or danaged. You
can reinstall the lonega Driver by follow ng these steps:

1. Insert the system software CD-ROM di sc that cane with your computer
2. Open the lonega folder in CD Extras folder on the CD-ROM di sc
3. Drag the lonega Driver icon to the System Fol der icon on your hard disk.

One or nore alert nessages may appear. One will ask if you want to store the
lomega Driver in your Extensions folder, and another may ask if you want to
replace a file that already exists.



4. dick the OK button in these alert nessages.

5. Eject the CD-ROM disc. (Select the disc icon and choose Put Away fromthe
File nmenu.)

6. Restart your conputer.

7. Try inserting a Zip disc again.

Though only sone Power Maci ntosh nodels include an internal |onmega Zip drive,
your nodel includes |onega software on your hard disk, even if your nodel does
not come with a Zip drive.

I f your Power Macintosh nodel does not include a Zip drive, you can renmove this
software if you wish. (O you nmay also wish to keep this software in case you

| ater purchase and connect a Zip drive.) Renoving the software frees up disk
space and makes your conputer start up slightly faster. If you ever need to
reinstall the lomega software, it is available on the CD-ROM disc that conmes

wi th your conputer.

To renove the |onega software, drag the following icons to the Trash

* lomega Driver (located in the Extensions folder inside your System Fol der)
* lonmega folder (located in the Apple Extras fol der)

Installing and Renoving PCl Cards

Your Power Macintosh User's Manual contains detailed instructions about
installing peripheral conponent interconnect (PCl) expansion cards. Follow these
instructions carefully when installing a PCl card. To avoid danmagi ng the PCl

sl ot when you install or renove a PCl card, do the foll ow ng

* Do not rock the card fromside to side; instead, press or pull the card
straight into or out of the slot.

* Do not physically insert or renpbve two cards at the sane tine; insert or
renove each card individually.
For nmore information, see the file "Power Mac Read Me - Part 2."
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