SIMMs: Double-Sided vs. Composite (11/93)
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This article clarifies the difference between conposite SI MM and
doubl e-si ded SI Mvs.
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Conposite SI Mvs

A conposite SI MM uses | ower-density conmponents to construct a single bank
of menmory. An exanple would be a 16MB SI MMt hat uses 4MB conmponents to
construct one or two banks of nenmory. A non-conposite 16MB SI MM uses 16MB
conponents to construct one bank of nenory. If a SI MM uses |ower-density
conponents to nmake up a bank of nmenory, it is a conposite SIMM-- and is
not recomrended nor supported by Apple.

It has al ways been Apple's position that conposite SIMvs are, by design
i nconpatible with all Mcintosh systens.

Doubl e- si ded SI Mvs

The doubl e-si ded SI MVs avail able for use in the newer Macintosh systens are
not the sane thing. A double-sided SIMM consists of two separate banks of
menory using the correct density conponents for each bank. An exanple
woul d be a doubl e-si ded 8MB SI MM which uses 4MB conponents to construct
two separate banks of 4MB each. These SIMvs can be used in Quadra and
Centris systens, because the design of the |ogic board all ows each SI MV
slot to contain two banks of nmenory, not just one as in previous systens.

If a bank of nenory is to contain 4MB, the conponents for that bank should
be 4MB. If the bank is to contain 16MB, the conponents that make up that
bank nmust be 16MB
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