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VWhat is the difference between conposite video and S-video? Also, which
Maci nt osh computers support these video technol ogi es?
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The foll owi ng Maci ntosh conmputers support both conposite video and S-video input
and out put:

e Maci nt osh Quadra 660AV

e Maci nt osh Quadra 840AV

e« Power Macintosh 6100AV series
e« Power Macintosh 7100AV series
 Power Maci nt osh 8100AV series
« Power Maci ntosh 7500 series

« Power Macintosh 7600 series
 Power Macintosh 8500 series

The Maci nt osh Quadra 660AV and 840AV and the Power Maci ntosh 7500, 7600, and
8500 series conputers have separate connectors for conposite and S-video. The
Power Maci nt osh 6100AV, 7100AV, and 8100AV series conputers have S-video input
and out put connectors but require an adapter for conposite video i nput and

out put .

Fol | owi ng are descriptions of conposite video and S-video.

Conposite Video

A conposite video signal is one in which the |um nance, chrom nance, and sync

i nfornmati on have been conbined into a single signal using one of the coding
standards: NTSC, PAL, SECAM and others. This is the formthe signal nust take
before it can be broadcast or recorded by standard neans. Conposite video is
nore common than S-video, as televisions, nost video- cassette recorders (VCRs),
and | aser disc players (LDPs) use the conposite fornat.

Chr om nance

The color part of a signal, relating to the hue and saturation but not to the



| um nance (brightness) of the signal. Any colored signal has both chrom nance
and | um nance.

Lum nance
The aspect of the video signal carrying information about the
bri ght ness of an inmage.

Sync

Short for synchronous. Refers to signals used to synchronize the horizontal and
vertical scans of a video signal. This signal is derived froma conposite or
conbi nati on of horizontal and vertical drives, with sone slightly narrowed and
del ayed pul ses as well as the addition of equalizing pul ses. Wen used, is
usual | y acconpani ed by subcarrier

An S-video signal is a consuner form of conmponent video. It is used primarily
with Super8 (H 8 video or 8 mmtape) cantorders and S-VHS recorders (S-video on
VHS tape). S-video is a |l ess comon -- but higher quality -- video format than
conposite video

Conmponent vi deo

Conponent video is a recording systemthat does not require NTSC encodi ng of RGB
signals, but uses a neans of recording and routing the |unm nance and col or
signal s separately. This nmethod does not reduce bandw dth nor conprom se the RGB
conponents and results in i mges of higher resolution and better color quality
than conposite video. Though designed for high-end tel evision production

simlar recording nethods have recently becone available to the consuner

mar ket .
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