PlainTalk: Description of Apple's Speech Recognition Technology

Article Created: 29 July 1993

This article provides a description of PlainTalk (Apple's inplenentation of
speech recognition technol ogy).
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Wth PlainTal k on the Quadra 840AV and Centris 660AV, Apple is introducing
the first personal conputers that seanm essly integrate Speech Recognition
and Text To Speech technologies. PlainTalk is the speech conponent of the
Audi o/ Vi sual Technol ogy suite. For nore information on this technol ogy,
search the Tech Info Library on "AV Technol ogy".

Speech Recognition

The Speech Recognition conmponent of PlainTalk is based on the Casper
technology. It is a continuous-speech systemthat is independent of the
per son speaki ng.

Speech Recognition enabl es a whol e new user experience whereby users will
be able to streanline operations by sinply invoking conmands or conpl ex
macr os by speaking them

Text to Speech

Text to Speech gives the conputer the ability of reading text based
i nfornmati on and synt hesi zi ng speech via the conputer's speaker

Mul tiple voices at various sound quality |levels are supported.

Thi s enabl es new capabilities such as audi bl e proof reading or in
conbination with the tel ephony capabilities that GeoPort provides to |isten
to your E-mail nessages fromrenote | ocations.

Witing speech commands is acconplished through two different methods:

* Appl eEvent enabl ed applications comrands are witten using AppleScript.

e Non- Appl eEvent enabl ed applications will use a new version of
Qui ckKeys from CE Software that will support spoken Conmands.
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