Power Book: Setting Up to Run from a RAM Disk (9/94)
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This article tells you howto set up a PowerBook RAM di sk for efficient use of
your Power Book.
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1) Make sure that you have about 10MB of free space on the PowerBook hard
di sk (install space), and al so about 3MB to 4MB as pernanent backup
for the RAM di sk. Have a current System Fol der already installed on
your internal hard disk.

2) It's best to have a full 8MB of RAMin your PowerBook. You can use a
RAM di sk with 6MB, but it's usually too awkward.

3) Use the Menory control panel to create a 4MB RAM di sk. Later, you
shoul d i ncrease or decrease the RAM di sk size dependi ng on your
particul ar circunstances. The trade-off is between the size of the RAM
di sk and the anmobunt of nenory remaining to run system software and
applications. A 3.2MB RAM di sk seens to be opti nal

4) Install a mniml systemon the RAM Di sk with your System
install ation disks.

5) Copy selected itens manual ly back into your System Fol der. These itens
are optional. The nore that you copy back, of course, the | ess space
is avail able on your RAM di sk for applications and docunents. The
objective is to get everything you need onto the RAM di sk and avoi d
powering up the hard disk. You will need to fine-tune your setup to
suit your circunstances. You'll at |east want to copy back
Chooser, Startup Device, Portable or PowerBook, and Battery.

Exampl es of what you might copy to the RAM di sk System Fol der i ncl ude:
Al arm Cl ock, LaserWiter, Menory, AppleShare (not File Sharing), and a
few fonts. Additional third-party itens are: SAMIntercept, SCS

Probe, and the PowerBook File Assistant's Assistant Tool kit extension

6) Select up to three applications you want to put on the RAM di sk. Keep
only the application and the accessory files you really need.



7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

Leave at |east 200K to 300K free for docunments and other files. Even
better is 400K to 500K, because things |ike Preference files and other
items often take additional space.

Once your RAM disk is conmpletely configured, drag the RAM Di sk icon
over your internal hard disk icon. This creates a folder on your

hard di sk called "RAM Di sk." This copy will serve as a backup of your
RAM Di sk. Periodically copy the RAM di sk to the hard di sk when the RAM
di sk changes.

If you ever totally |l ose power, you can quickly restore your RAM Di sk
by draggi ng the contents of the RAM Di sk folder to a new, but enpty,
RAM Di sk. Frequently back up your RAM disk to your hard di sk because
you may be continually optimzing it at first. It takes only a few
seconds to copy the entire RAM disk to the hard di sk, replacing the
exi sting fol der.

NOTE: Having multiple System Fol ders on your hard disk isn't generally
recomended, and System Picker (a utility that allows you to sel ect
anong System Fol ders on the sane hard di sk) may prove useful

In addition, regularly copy docunents in progress to the hard disk

as a backup. This takes only a second, and the hard di sk doesn't stay
powered very long. Just after doing such a copy, put the PowerBook to
sleep with the Sl eep Fkey (available as part of the PowerBook File
Assi stant software), and then rewake it just so the hard disk wll

sl eep sooner.

Leave your PowerBook in sleep node all the time so that the RAM di sk
is always around and ready to run. Shutting down erases the RAM di sk
on many of the PowerBook npbdels. Restarting is OK

NOTE: The Persistent RAM di sk feature of PowerBook File Assistant
software allows information in the RAM di sk to be saved between
restarts and shut downs.

If you switch batteries while your PowerBook is asleep, MAKE SURE THE
PONERBOOK |'S PLUGGED | N AND GETTI NG PONER, ot herwi se your RAM di sk
will be erased! Wen on the road and far froma power outlet, back

up your entire RAM di sk to the hard di sk when the first or second
(not the third and final!) battery warning conmes on. Then shut down,
switch the batteries, reboot, copy the RAM di sk contents back, and
continue comnputi ng.

The RAM di sk on the Power Book 100 survives shutdowns and you can
switch the main battery while in sleep node w thout the power supply
pl ugged in, since the 100 has a secondary set of batteries. There's a
slight battery drain when in sleep, but a PowerBook seenms to be able
to last a few weeks in sleep node.

I f your PowerBook crashes, use a paper clip to push to the restart
button. The RAM di sk will wusually be intact if you do this. You can



use the on/off button to restart the crashed PowerBook if you don't
m nd | osing the contents of your RAM di sk and recreating it from your
hard di sk copy.

12) Use the Startup Device control panel to select which disk to start
from (RAM Di sk or internal hard disk). Switch between running the
System Fol der on the hard disk and the mninal System on the RAM di sk.
Use the RAM di sk just when you want to be power consci ous.

13) Put your PowerBook to sleep whenever possible. Fromthe Battery
control panel of Special nenu you can put the PowerBook to sleep
I f you have the PowerBook File Assistant installed, use the Sleep
Fkey (Shift-Command-0) to instantly put the PowerBook to sleep
whenever needed (no need to switch to Finder and sel ect Sleep).
Wakeup is instantaneous if you have AppleTal k turned off and are
runni ng froma RAM di sk

This article is one of many avail abl e through the Apple Fax center. For a
conplete list of available Fax docunents, search the Tech Info Library for Apple
Fax Document Index or call the Apple Fax line at 1-800-505-0171 and sel ect
docunent numrber 20000 (Apple Fax - Docunment |ndex - Product Support Literature).
The Apple Fax center is available free of charge 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
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