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TOPIC -----------------------------------------------------------

When I start my Macintosh with the CD player attached and turned on,
everything works fine.  But when I have a CD-ROM disc inserted in the
player before I start it, the Macintosh will not boot, and freezes.

DISCUSSION ------------------------------------------------------

In a majority of cases, the system doesn't crash when a CD-ROM is in the
drive as described above. However, some non-startup CD-ROM discs have been
mastered with data in the boot blocks. When this happens, the computer starts to
boot up from the CD-ROM disk but is unable to find a valid system folder and
will, then freeze or crash. If a CD is mastered with the first two blocks left
blank, the system won't attempt to use the disc as a boot device.

The problem is that the default block size for a CD-ROM drive is 2048 bytes,
whereas the default block size for a hard drive is 512 bytes.  This
difference can cause the system to read unanticipated areas which may lead
to the problem described above.
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