IDE Volume Sizes (4/95)

Article Created: 13 April 1995

VWhat is the largest volune size that the IDE interface, which is used in the
Power Book 150, Maci ntosh 630-series, and Power Macintosh 5200/ 75 LC, can
support?

Does the IDE interface (ANSI proposal X3T9.2/90-143, Revision 3.1.) have the
same limt as the ATA interface specification which | believe is approxi mately
500 MB, or does this interface support a |arger volune size?
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According to Engineering, the IDE interfaces in the PowerBook 150, Maci ntosh
630-series, and Power Macintosh 5200/75 LC use a built-in driver that works with
volume up to 2 GB in size. However, it's inportant to note that any IDE drive
that is going to be used on these systens nust support Logical Bl ock Addressing
(LBA). LBA is the nmethod that drive manufacturers have adopted in order to go
beyond the 520 MB DOS-BIOS linmt.

As long as the IDE drives support Logical Block Addressing, it should be
possible to install drives larger than 500 MB in these systens.
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