Macintosh I Ifx Upgrade: Some Symptoms of Bad RAM

Article Created: 14 May 1991
Article Last Reviewed: 14 July 1992
Article Last Updated:

| upgraded ny Macintosh Il to a Macintosh I1fx by purchasing the Mcintosh
I1fx logic board upgrade and two 4MB Maci ntosh |Ifx nmenmory upgrades.

This is actually the second logic board that |I've ordered. The first was
returned to Apple because it had the multichinme error sound when first
turned on with the full 8vB of RAM However, it worked properly with only
4MB install ed.

The second | ogic board has a sinmlar problem |f 8vB of RAMis install ed,
the unit acts strangely. Here are sone synptons:

* The desktop is extrenely slow to update at startup
particularly when it tries to read the hard drive.

e When an icon is noved, nultiple remmants of the icon are |eft behind
on the desktop.

* Inserting a | ocked, known good floppy disk into the drive causes a
dialog "Disk is damaged and can't be used". Reinserting the sanme disk
into a Macintosh Ilci or Macintosh SE results in nornmal response.

e The system has troubl e | aunching prograns and eventual |y crashes
with a systemerror = 03 or 10 error.

» Disks that were not wite-protected were pernanently danaged and
could not be repaired with Norton Utilities for the Mac. \Wen opened
on any other system the disk would indicate that it had used space,
but no icons appeared.

» Disks inserted would often be m ssing several icons. When those
sane disks are inserted into other systens or this systemrunning
4MB, all icons appear.

The interesting thing is that if the machine is reduced to 4MB of RAM
popul ated in bank A, it works just fine. It doesn't matter which RAM



chips are placed in Bank A -- as long as Bank B is enpty, the systemis
nor mal .

DI SCUSSI ON = - = = = = = =« = = = x 2 o m e o f ot e

We have heard of this problembefore. It turned out to be bad RAM causi ng
the crashes and erratic behavior. Replace the nmenory in the back bank
with four new SIMVs of a different brand
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