GeoPort vs Modem Port-Difference Explained (6/94)
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VWhat is the difference between the nodem port on a Maci ntosh and the GeoPort?
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There are several differences:

1) The standard nodem port has connectors (pins) for signals in and out,
ti mng, and handshaki ng. The GeoPort adds a ninth pin for power to an
ext ernal devi ce.

2) The GeoPort al so takes advantage of the power of the processor (either
the DSP processor in the Maci ntosh AV conputers, or the PowerPC Chip
itself) to do tel ephony- either data, or fax, or even voice. A nodemis
just aline interface to the tel ephone wire, a DSP to create the tones
used, and software to run it. |If we have a DSP on the notherboard, we
can build an inexpensive line interface (like a GeoPod Tel ephone
Adapter) and use conputer software to run the nodem

That makes it inexpensive to add a nbdemto a nachine, and nmakes it easy
to enhance the nodem t hrough software to i ncrease performance, or
acconmpdat e a new standard when it beconmes available. It also makes it
nore flexi ble and adapt abl e.
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