Macintosh: Cause of Programmer's Window (5/95)
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Shortly after starting up my Maci ntosh conputer, a w ndow appears on the screen
with a ">" mark. What is causing this?
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If the Power Key on the keyboard is pressed and held down for nore than
approxi mately 1 second during startup of a Macintosh conputer, the first tine
the Conmand key is pressed the conmputer initiates an interrupt and opens the
Programer's W ndow.

Maci nt osh Conputers That Utilize The CUDA ADB
Thi s probl em MAY occur on any Maci ntosh systemthat utilizes the CUDA ADB
processor, including the follow ng conmputers:

Maci nt osh Col or C assic
Maci nt osh LC 520
Maci nt osh LC 55X

Maci ntosh LC 57X
Maci nt osh LC 58X
Maci nt osh Quadra 630
Maci nt osh Quadra 840AV
Maci nt osh Quadra 660AV
Power Maci nt osh 6100
Power Maci ntosh 7100
Power Maci ntosh 8100
Power Maci ntosh 5200/ 75 LC

NOTE:

The synptomis nost likely not reported in the Maci ntosh Quadra 660AV or the
Power Maci ntosh 6100 since they do not have soft power and cannot utilize the
Power Key to startup.

The CUDA ADB processor contains an address register that includes information
about the state of the Power Key. If the Power Key is held too long at startup
its status is locked as "on". Therefore the conputer believes that the Power Key
is down and the first time the Command key is pressed it opens the Progranmer's



Wndow. This condition can al so occur after startup if a control panel or
application initiates an ABD REINI T conmand and then the Power Key is pressed.

Sol uti on

The solution to this problemis to tap (and quickly rel ease) the Power Key at
startup. Do not press and hold down the Power Key during startup.

Wor kar ound

You do not have to restart if the Progranmer’s wi ndow does appear. Follow these
steps to get out of the Progranmer's w ndow:

Step 1
Type in the letter g.

Step 2
Press the RETURN key. The conputer will resune normal operation (in other words,
you will be back in the Finder).

Article Change History:

24 May 1995 - Added nore conputers to the list and how to get out of the
Programer's w ndow.

08 Mar 1995 - Added Quadra 630 and reworded AV-specific text.
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