Tech Info Library

Applel1GS: What to Check If the Finder is Starting Very Slowly

This article last reviewed: 8 January 1988

When the Apple I1GS Finder starts very slowy, perhaps even seening to be
| ocked up, there are a number of things you can do:

Limt the nunber of files/folders at the root |evel of the hard disk to
fifty or |ess.

- Limt the nunber of files in any given folder to 50-60. This allows a
reasonabl e nunber of files in a folder w thout any undue anmount of tine
openi ng and di splaying the folder. (These 50-60 files within folders can
be ot her folders.)

- Displaying the file names by Nanme or Date, rather than by icon, take |ess
time.

- Check the Control Panel and be sure there is no RAM set aside for RAM Di sk.
Menory is needed to build the table for displaying the files. If you have
any of the RAM card assigned as RAM Di sk, you will take up nenory space
needed to build this table. Nornmally this would give you an out of nenory
error nmessage, but sonething el se nay be happeni ng before the error is
di spl ayed.

When the Finder is requested to open a window, it nust cal culate the regions
for every file/folder to show, so it knows where in the window it goes, and
whet her or not to display it, given the current size of the window, not to
nmention what color it needs to be. This can take a long tine. Seven hundred
files/folders could take hours to show up in the wi ndow on the screen
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