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Composite Color Monitors: Why They Display 80-Column Text Poorly

This article last reviewed: 21 January 1988

80-columm text is usually difficult to read when di splayed on a conposite
col or nonitor.

The major problemis the bandwi dth of the nonitor: to properly display
40- col uim rnonochrone information requires a mni numof 4 MHz bandwi dt h.
Tel evi sion receivers are near the bottomend at 4.5 MHz. Mnochrone
nonitors are usually specified with a bandwi dth of 12 MHz, for sharpness
with an 80-colum display. If color information is displayed too, the

m ni mum bandwi dt h doubles, to 24 MHz. The problemw th many tel evi si ons
that have direct video inputs is that they are still limted to the

tel evisi on bandwi dth of 4.5 MHz, which is inadequate for displaying

80- col umm i nformation
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