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VWhat is the difference between video nmirroring and dual video?
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Video mirroring lets you display the same Macintosh i nage, conplete with the
menu bar, on two screens sinmultaneously. The second device can be a nonitor
tel evision, or overhead projector depending on the connection you have
avai l able. This capability is npst useful for those in education or training
envi ronnents who want to connect large nonitors or projection screens to their
conput er.

Video mrroring is built-in on some PowerBooks, and an add-on option to both the
Maci nt osh LC 580 and Power Maci ntosh 5200 conputers. |If you do not have built-in
or add-on video mirror support, you can still get the benefits of this type of
technol ogy if your conputer has a standard DB-15 vi deo-out port, by using the
Appl e Presentation Systemor simlar products fromthird party vendors.

Dual video means there are two independent video channels, each with its own
dedi cated Video RAM (VRAM). On Maci ntosh conputers, this always neans there is
at least one video card installed. For exanple, the Power Macintosh 6100 series
has built-in video capability, but the addition of a Power Macintosh AV card
adds an i ndependent additional video-out capability with a separate anount of
VRAM 1f you connect one nonitor to each port on the Power Macintosh 6100 AV,
you woul d see a "virtual desktop". You could have a wi ndow on one screen, your
primary display, and a wi ndow on the second screen, the secondary display. You
can arrange the orientation of the nonitors so that the nouse will nobve between
the two nonitors at the point where they touch in the Monitors control panel
Only one nonitor can display the nenu bar, but you can choose which is the nain
monitor in the Monitors control panel. You do not get two identical images when
usi ng dual video.

Due to the highly integrated characteristics of this type of multiple device
support, you can theoretically have as many displays as you have slots. You
could, for exanple, popul ate each avail abl e expansi on sl ot on your Macintosh
conmputer with a video card, and have that many nonitors creating a large virtua



deskt op.

There is no processor perfornmance degradation fromthe use of nultiple displays.
The rel ative perfornmance of each display depends on the performance
characteristics of the attached video card.

This article was published in the "Information Alley":
Vol une |1, Issue 11, Page 6

Article Change History:
29 Sep 1995 - Added Info Alley information; updated article.

Support Information Services
Copyri ght 1995, Apple Computer, Inc.

Keywords: cnfg, kall ey

This information is fromthe Apple Technical Information Library.

19960215 11:05: 19. 00
Tech Info Library Article Number: 18172



