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This article explains the necessary extra steps you need to perform when
resetting the default video settings for Mcintosh computers which have
expansi on cards based on Peripheral Conponent Interconnect (PCl) technol ogy
i nstead of Nubus technol ogy.

DI SCUSSI ON = - - = = = = = = = = x o m ot e f el

In Maci ntosh computers that have expansi on cards based on NuBus technol ogy,
hol di ng down t he Conmand- Opti on-P-R keys simultaneously at startup erases the
Par ameter RAM (comonly call ed Zapping the PRAM. This resets the nmachine to its
default configuration settings.

One of the things resetting the PRAM does is to force the display to startup in
its default configuration, all the way through the startup process. The Displ ay
Manager in NuBus-based Maci ntosh conmputers recogni zes that the PRAM has been
cleared, therefore, it would not try to restore the display to its previous
resol ution.

PCl
In Maci ntosh computers that have expansi on cards based on PCl technol ogy, the
display information is not kept in PRAM It is stored in Non-volatile RAM

( N\VRAM .

NVRAM can be cl eared by hol di ng down the Comand- Opti on-P-R keys sinultaneously
as soon as possible after hitting the power-on key. It happens BEFORE you see
the gray screen. Once the gray screen appears, the PRAMis cleared at the sane
point as it was in previous nmachines.

One very inportant difference is that NVRAMis not cleared during a warm or soft
restart (by selecting Restart fromthe Special nenu), whereas PRAMis cleared in
t hat case.

Resetting The Display Defaults



The followi ng steps need to be taken to start up with the default display
configuration settings after resetting the PRAM on a PCl - based Maci nt osh
conput er:

Zap PRAM by hol di ng down t he Comrand- Opti on-P-R keys sinultaneously froma cold
startup (that is, you nust turn off or shutdown the conputer, then turn it back
on agai n; you cannot choose Restart fromthe Special nenu).

After the second startup sound, release all of the keys and startup with the
extensions off by holding down the Shift key until you see the nmessage that says
"Wl come to Macintosh Extensions Of". Then you can rel ease the Shift key.

Once the nmachine has started up, go to the Preferences Folder, which is inside
the System Fol der, and throw away the Display Preferences file.

Thi s new procedure is needed because of extensive changes to the Display Manager
and the new way the di splay preferences are handl ed.
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