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The Federal Information Processing Standard has al ready adopted the Governnent
Open Systens | nterconnection Profile (GOSIP).

GOSl P defines a common set of data communi cation protocols that |et systens
devel oped by different vendors interoperate and lets the users of different
applications on these systens exchange information. These Open Systens

I nterconnection (QOSI) protocols were devel oped by international standards
organi zations, primarily the International Organization for Standardization
(1SO and the Consul ative Conmttee on International Tel ephone and Tel egraph
(CATT). GOSIP is based on agreenents reached by vendors and users of conputer
networks participating in the Nati onal Bureau of Standards (NBS) Wrkshop for

| mpl enentors of Open Systens |nterconnection

GOsl P shal |l be used by Federal Governnent agenci es when acquiring conputer
networ k products and servi ces and conmuni cati ons systens or services that
provi de equival ent functionality to the protocols defined in the GOSIP
docunents. Currently, GOSIP supports the Message Handling Systens and File
Transfer, Access, and Managenent applications. GOSIP also supports

i nterconnection of these network technol ogi es: CC TT Reconmendati on X 25,
Carrier Sense Miultiple Access with Collision Detection (IEEE 802.3), Token Bus
(I EEE 802.4), and Token Ring (I EEE 802.5). Additional applications and network
technol ogies will be added to | ater versions of the GOSIP documnent.

This standard becane effective February 15, 1989. For a period of 18 nonths
after the effective date, agencies are pernmitted to acquire alternative
protocols that provide equivalent functionality of the GOSIP protocols.
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