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TOPIC -----------------------------------------

Can an infected Macintosh on a network spread a virus to an IBM host?

DISCUSSION ------------------------------------

A virus rarely spreads between different machine types.  (A rare occurrence of
this was the virus that infected thousands of UNIX systems through a hole in
the mail system.  This was possible since the virus actually recompiled itself
on each of these machines.  Even so, it would not have been possible across
operating systems.)

Thus, there should be no way for a virus on a Macintosh to spread to an IBM
host.  The host would need to be executing 680x0-based code and using all of
the basic mechanisms of the Macintosh operating system.

It IS possible, if the host is being used as a file server, for files to become
infected.  These files still would affect only Macintoshes connected to the
host, not the host itself.
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