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This article discusses problens with connecting Maci ntoshes to Wang VS
processors. The client is currently doing terminal enulation and file
transfer on | ocal and renote Wang VS processors. After sone
experimentation, they have attached a NetSerial nmodemto their AppleTal k
networ k (using Local Talk) with a custom zed version of VS Term They are
connected to the Wang VS t hrough a WACS controller and use the RS-232 cable
(19.2 bps) to attach to the NetSeri al

This solution is too slow for them particularly when doing file transfers.
The slowness in the network is due not to Local Tal k (Local Tal k

transm ssions are 230.4K bits-per-second), but to the RS-232 connection
runni ng at 19. 2K bits-per-second. This neans the RS-232 segnent of your
connection to the Wang is running 12 tines slower than the Local Tal k.

There mi ght be a way to connect Macintoshes to the Wang via Et hernet, but
there are some prerequisites. NCSA Telnet fromthe University of Illinois'
Nati onal Center for Superconputer Applications, or NetOne from

Unger mann- Bass, nust be used on the Macintosh to make a VT100-enul ation
connection through TCP/I P and FTP communi cati ons. These packages are
conpatible with Local Tal k or EtherTal k for the Macintosh

Connecting the Maci ntoshes to the Wang Ethernet is fairly straightforward
usi ng Kinetics FastPaths, Cayman Gat or Boxes, Apple EtherTal k cards, or any
of the various Macintosh Ethernet connectivity units from Kinetics.

The difficulties are with the Wang system itself. The foll ow ng questions
nmust be resol ved before the above solution can be inpl enented:

1) Does the Wang VS systemuse TCP/IP and FTP? If it uses WangNet, then
t hese comuni cation protocols will not work.

2) Can termnals be connected through the Ethernet? Sone office systens
may i nplement Ethernet for file transfers only and have no facilities
for handling renote term nal connections across the Ethernet.
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