Macintosh-to-VAX Connectivity and Tunneling
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I am eval uating AlisaShare/ Maci nt osh-to-VAX connectivity. This systemwil|
consi st of a HyperCard front end that, based on sel ections nade by the user
(for exanple, clicking on a series of buttons), downloads a number of M crosoft
Wrd files fromthe AlisaShare volunme and then nerges themtogether into a
singl e docunent. The front end is running snoothly.

The goal of this project is to have all of the conponents of the proposa
system (for exanple, the individual premerge Mcrosoft Wrd docunents) sitting
on a hub VAX at the corporate site. Smaller VAX systens at each renote field

| ocation are connected to the VAX using DECnet. The Maci ntoshes, on which the
HyperCard front end will run, are then attached to these |ocal VAX systemns
through a router (either a FastPath 4 or an Apple Internet Router). | know that
the ability to "tunnel" AppleTal k protocols through DECnet is on the way, but I
need a sol ution now.

1) Do | need to be concerned about tunneling AppleTal k through DECnet, or
can the Maci ntoshes access the VAX at the corporate site directly
t hrough the Ethernet?

2) WIIl AppleTal k Phase 2 be necessary? |If so, when can | anticipate
Phase 2 for VMS?
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If the renmpte sites are connected to the hub site via Ethernet bridges, you do
not need to use DECnet "tunneling" as long as the bridges pass the AppleTal k
packets. On the other hand, if the VAX systens function as half bridges with
bri dge processes on one conmuni cating with other bridge processes using DECnet
as the link between them "tunneling" is required.

"Tunneling" is available for AppleTalk for VM5 2.0. You do not have to wait
for AppleTal k Phase 2. However, you should be aware of sone possible
"tunnel i ng" problenms with AppleTalk for VM5 2. 0. These probl ens are docunented
in the Tech Info Library. Search on "tunneling"
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