A/UX 3.1: /etc/fstab Corruption (9/94)

Article Created: 21 Septenber 1994

After reformatting ny 2 GB hard drive and reinstalling AAUX 3.1 fromthe CD, |
renenbered that | forgot to nake a copy of fstab. | then edited fstab with
TextEditor, but now things don't work correctly. Wien | did a cat of /etc/fstab,
| got nothing but garbage. What's w ong?

DI SCUSSI ON = = = = = = = = = = = = x ot ot e el

After a fresh install of A/AUX 3.1 (fromthe full installer CD, not the Upgrade),
/etc/fstab is an AppleDouble file, typed 'TEXT', creator 'i AUX, the A/ UX
Installer's signature. Since the creator is not 'AUX or '"tefi' and the Finder
cannot find the Installer application, the icon for /etc/fstab is the unknown
(grey) text document. The system behaves correctly as long as /etc/fstab renains
an Appl eDouble file.

If /etc/fstab is then edited and saved with TeachText, TextEditor or any ot her
Maci nt osh application, the AAUX file manager will convert it to AppleSingle
format, which is not understood by fsck. This occurs because the

" TBTRANSLATEUXONLY" environnent variable is set (the default), and 'i AUX is not
a creator for which the file nmanager handles TEXT files specially which are ' DOS
", '"tefi', 'TextEditor', and ' A/ UX .

The problemis not with TextEditor, but with the AAUX file manager's handling of
the TEXT file type and creator. This behavior was introduced in A/ UX 3.1.

Wor kar ound:
1) Open /etc/fstab with TextEditor (don't use TeachText).

2) Select and copy the contents of /etc/fstab into the cut-and-paste
buf fer (Conmand-C).

3) Open a new Text Editor docunment (Command-N) with a uni que nane (not
fstab); be sure that the "Save Text Only" button is set in the dialog
box (this is the default).

4) Paste the contents of /etc/fstab into the new docunent.

5) Save the new docunent and quit TextEditor.



6) Fromthe Finder, drag /etc/fstab to the Trash and enpty the Trash.
7) Renane the new docunent to /etc/fstab
It won't work to just do a "Save As..."; TextEditor will preserve the incorrect

file creator, 'i AUX
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