AWS 95, AppleShare Pro and Non-root Users (12/93)

Article Created: 14 Decenber 1993

This article describes why the Apple Wrkgroup Server (AWS) 95 will not
al | ow non-root users to run AppleShare Pro. Also the use of a screen saver
wi th password protection will provide security.

DI SCUSSI ON = = = = = = = = = = - o x ot o m o e et il

There are no plans to inplenent support for non-root users to run
Appl eShare Pro on the AW5 95. Its inplenentation has been investigated and
the effort necessary to nmake such a change woul d be great.

Several factors were considered before arriving at this decision. Since
Appl eShare Pro requires wite access to the "/" volune for the creation of
the PDS file, it needs to be a root process. Oher admnistrative
functions require root access as well. For exanple, nounting file systens,
initializing a hard disk, nmaking a new file system the creation of a new
kernel, nodifying the A/ UX Buffer Cache which changes the A/ UX kernel, and
so on.

If the AW 95 is in a situation where security is a concern, we suggest the
use of a screen saver which allows for password protection. You nust use a
nmodul e that does not require CPU cycles to work. For exanple, AfterDark
usi ng the FadeAway nodule with the System Q nonitor enabled. Any other
AfterDark nmodule will affect the server performance.
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