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This article is the OQpen Transport 1.1.1 and Servers FAQ (frequently asked
guesti ons).

DIl SCUSSI ON - - - - - = oo m oo oo o e e e oo oo
Question: What role does Open Transport play for servers?

Answer: The Open Transport architecture is designed to provide server
applications: file, print, database, e-mail, directory, and other: with a
foundati on for higher performance and for nore flexible configuration, while
mai ntai ning the historical differentiation of MacOS servers - ease of
configuration and adm nistration.

Question: How will Open Transport enhance server flexibility?

Answer: Open Transport introduces the capability of activating nore than one
networ k connection at the sane tine, using the sane networking protocol. This
capability is known as nultihom ng, and enabl es servers to support nore clients,
to offer greater total performance, and to increase the reliability of m ssion
critical applications.

Open Transport al so enabl es the devel opnent of transport independent
applications. This will be especially valuable for server applications which
need to be deployed in AppleTal k, or TCP/IP, or NCP/IPX, or other protoco
envi ronnent s.

Question: How will Open Transport enhance server perfornmance?

Answer: Servers, as network-aware applications, gain access to the higher
performance Power PC native inplenmentation of networking protocols that Open
Transport provides. To exploit this performance opportunity, server applications
nmust be accelerated for PowerPC and nust utilize the new Open Transport XTI

APIl's.

Severs will also benefit through access to new hi gh-speed PCl datalink



i mpl ement ations such as fast Ethernet and ATM

Question: WII Apple's server products such as Appl eShare exploit Open Transport
features?

Answer: Yes. AppleShare 4.2.1 is the first version of AppleShare to be both
Power PC native and Qpen Transport ready. It takes advantage of other Open
Transport features as well, including support for multihom ng

Question: Are PCl MacCS systens with Open Transport recomended as application
servers?

Answer: Appl e recommends that server application devel opers adopt Open Transport
vl.1l as the basis for new network applications devel opnent as soon as is
possible within their product life cycles. As these updated versions of server
sof tware becone avail able custonmers will find that the conbination of PCl, Power
Maci nt osh, and Open Transport makes a great platformfor flexible,

hi gh- per f ormance network applications.

It should also be noted that Apple generally recomends the Apple Wrkgroup

Server product fam ly, rather than re-purposed desktop hardware, for use as
server platforns.
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