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This article is a series of questions and answers on Open Transport and
Wor kgroup Servers.

Open Transport 1.1 is now avail abl e, and Appl e reconmends upgrading to it. Also
refer to Open Transport 1.1 Reference Questions and Answers Tech Info Library
articles for the nost recent infornmation
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Question: What role does Open Transport play for servers?

Answer: The Open Transport architecture is designed to provide server

applications -- file, print, database, e-mail, directory, and other -- with a
foundati on for higher performance and for nore flexible configuration, while
mai ntai ning the historical differentiation of Mac OS based servers -- ease of

configuration and adm nistration.

Question: How will Open Transport enhance server performance?

Answer: Servers, as network-aware applications, gain access to the higher
performance Power PC native inplenentation of networking protocols that Open
Transport provides. To exploit this performance opportunity, server applications
nust be accel erated for Power Maci ntosh and nust utilize the new OQpen Transport
XTI APl s.

Severs will also benefit through access to new hi gh-speed PCl datalink
i mpl enentati ons for Maci ntosh such as fast ethernet and ATM

Question: How will Open Transport enhance server flexibility?

Answer: Open Transport introduces the capability of activating nore than one
networ k connection at the sane tine, using the sane networking protocol. This
capability is known as nultihom ng, and enabl es servers to support nore clients,
to offer greater total performance, and to increase the reliability of mssion
critical applications.



Finally, as discussed above, Qpen Transport enables the devel opnent of transport
i ndependent applications. This will be especially valuable for server
applications which need to be deployed in AppleTalk, or TCP/IP, or NCP/IPX, or
ot her protocol environnents.

Question: WII Apple's server products such as Appl eShare and Power Share expl oit
Open Transport features?

Answer: Yes. Apple server products will adopt Open Transport, and will over tine
exploit Open Transport features including multihoning and transport
i ndependence. Product details will be announced at a |l ater date.

Question: Are PCl-bus Power Macs with Open Transport 1.0.x recommended as
application servers?

Answer: No, not at this time. As is discussed el sewhere in this docunent, to
neet custoner expectations in regards to anticipated increases in flexibility
and performance, server applications such as Appl eShare and Power Share, as well
as third party server applications need to be accelerated for Power Macintosh
and adopt the new Open Transport APIs.

Question: Wien will PCl-bus Power Macintosh systens be reconmended as servers?

Answer: Appl e recomends that server application devel oper adopt Open Transport
vl.1l as the basis for new network applications devel opnment as soon as is
possible within their product life cycles. As these updated versions of server
sof tware becone avail able customers will find that the conbination of PC -bus,
Power Maci ntosh, and Qpen Transport nakes a great platformfor flexible,

hi gh- per f ormance network applications.
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